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SHEWING 
What they. .are-capable,..at the Age.of 
Three*Years,.to..be eauféd roleain Languages, 
and moff Arrs and:Sciences; “which, if.chferw'd’ 
Ey Parents, woold -hecof greater ‘Malne that. 
a Thouténd Pornds' Poruop. 
A.L$-.0; 

atMethods:is to be ufed by Breeding: 
women, and. what - Diet: is:.moft proper: for 
them, and: ther Children, .to.preveor-Wird V2. 
pours Ct onvulf{zne: Ree, 
briccen | (tor djf-engase -the World from rhafe il 

C uftoms it nEducation,i it-has been fo long-ufed co) 
y Tho. Tryon; “Author.of the Way to Health, Lorg 


L Ife ar; d Happir re[s. 


bere’ 


or mended to Par er: ES Nur)es, Tutors, and all[~pe~ 
therssconcerned in: hg Educ: aring of ¢ Chile {rej a. 
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Education. The ill Succefs that generally at- 
tends it, fufficiently detects it to be guilty of 
fome. grand BMiftakes and Errors + It ts not 
able to anfwer the end it propofes. Fer after 
abundance of ujele[s Paims, Turmoil, and 
Endeavours, Whipping, Exercifing and In- 

rutting, when a Child arrives at the years 
of Maturity and Difcretion; (as they call it ) 
he is not one Jot more Vertuous, and {carce-- 
ly (if at all) more Learned.than be was 
oyhen be first fet out. | 

I have feen in Holland, and other parts 
of the World, Children entred upon. Bujine/t, 
and very capable alfo of managing its at thefe 
Years, it may be, ours here im England are 
Jearning to Spell and*Pronounce. 

Is it net a [candalous thing, to fee a great - 
Boy, of Fiftecn.or Sixteen Years old, trudg» 
ing to School, with a great Bundle of Books 
under bis Arm, tolearn. to decline a Noun 
and Conjugate Verb, and yet after all, re- 
mains uncertain, wherber. the-Genders of: 
Nouns be Three or Seven? But by this. 
sime be is it feems a bopefal Youth , and bis 
Mafter thinks fit. that be be fent to the Uni- 
vertity. Now there's no help for it, he must 
be a Scholar: And yet perbaps, when, be 
<omes to commence Batchelour of Arts, fhall 

fa hardly 


irdly be capable of determining whether the- 
pnclufion be part of « Syliogifm. | 
Phis indeed is the Craft of your common 
+ thool Matters, zo keep Children (like Spi- 
Ws in a Circle) a long time under the Terror 
t Wtheir Furi[dittion and Difcipline, in order 
ty to promote their own Profit and Interest. 
|| mifchiewous way this, and ought to be ta- 
it [pe Novice by the Government... Why fhowd ° 

yh \ Publick for fo many Tears be deprived of 
ip Service of fo many hopeful-Boys, who are 
i It @ great deal to be entred upon Atticn, and 
i, Wrufted with the management of Bufine{s, 
| Wen to be compelled to fit in Torment eight 
i) Wpurs in 2 Day under the grum and unplea~ 


ig A/pect of an barf end ill-natured Pe- 


me PY_ORue, 


ip \We bope.a great deal of this may be pre- 
y Wpsted by the Rules and Methods we here 
1 pole: For what wwe bere offer to your 
 WPideration. is neither fo difhcult, nor fo 
\ Wergeable: There is little but what is in the 
over, even of the Pooreft, to compals and 
i Wrormplifl, at leat fo far as concerns the ma~ 
iis Yee ther Children Vertuons, and teaching 
if Ym 10 write and read, which will mights- 
» Waualifie, and exable them to fet an honeft 
| eelybood wm the World, By thefe, and 


A 3 {uch 


f° z tig }. BI iy 3 oa * Lette | 

{een like Met ods; Farchers and Motherr’ 

* ¥ Be eis / * : 4 

may in & Tivelve-rmontas time teach theii 
y 


~~ 
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the common Schools in five Years, Decern 


annos trivit legendo Qicerans, To # 
ten Years to School tolearn.to conftrue a Latii 
Author and yet perhaps after all not t udev {i ami 
him to purpole. A very pine Accompli(bmen| 
when in half the time be might have bee 
taught to. {peak very. readily three feveri 
Languages. 

I fhall no longer. foreftall’ your. Defires 
Reading and Practicing thele eafieand n 
tural-Rules that I havelaid down. I be 
I declare no bye nor private Refpecl im 3 
Printing of them, but was wholly influencedie 
by my Zeal tothe Service of the Publickt)) 
if it were poffible I might contribute fomerwh)| 
towards the Eafe, Couvenience and Welfcs 
of Mankind’; which effect, if im any. men 
fure thtfe Papers foal obtain, I have. all tha} 
I. com defire.’ | 
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Youth's beft Conduor, and its fafeft Guide, 
Steering a Courfe betwixt Conrempt and Pride. 
On this alone our Welfare does depend 5 
Here we fee what's amifs, and how to mend: 
What guilty Education has deny’d, 

By thefe Inftructions may be well fupply’d. 


This does the Schoels Pedantick Courfe o’er-rule, , | 


And makes a Man of him they’d make a Fool. 


When a young Spark has run chro’ all che Rules) 


The Flogging Ganrelope of hated Schools 5 
And co the Univerfity repairs, 

To learn the Terms of Art and Jargon there, 
The tedious Difcipline of feven Jong Years. 
What is he better than my Friend and I, 

An Ant, or Emmet, ora Butterfly, 

Or any other thing beneash the Sky. 

Who Reafons, Didtates, folidly purfue, 
Wichout Regard co Terms, of Old or New: 
Keep clofe to Nature in her own plain away, 
By no new Lights and Notions led aftray? 
Whilft all their Arc amounts to only This; 
Mego Sequelam ergo Falleris. 
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{EDUCATING 


| Childen, &c. 
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lof the Capacity of Children, tozether 
wit a True Method of their Edu- 
cation. 


I is a Truth generally acknow- 
edged by Chriftians, but feldom 

well confider’d as. it. ought, 
iat Man is the compleat Image 
and Nature, and certains in 
f the Principles and Properties 
hings Corporeal and Incorporeal : 
1¢ is Cndued with an Elemental or 
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-Palpable Body, aétuated and intormed |i 
by an Ethereal Spirit, which directly | 
anfwers to the great Soul of the World, 
from whence it is taken, and where- 
of it is an Epitome and Abridgment 5 
or, if. you pleafe, the Son and OFF 
f{pring. . 

And as the Soul of Man does contain }; 
all the true Properties of the Elements, , }y ii 
wiz; Earth, Air, Water and Fire, which . }j\y; 
are, as it were, the Mothers of the Body jin) 
that nourifh and fiftain it ; fo it has “if 1 
the Principles of Fire and Light, that ts,,):%), 
Spirit and Life, that gives Motion to the? }yy 
Body, which bears Relation to the Soul}... 
of the great World, or that. mighty/iy. 
Spirit which is the Moving, Vivify in geht, 
Creative, and Confervative Power olf; 


Being, he muft confequently have <j, 


| 


_ 


Coutating Chiloen - 
. come a Jd Licrocolr7, a compleat I 
}or Refemblance of the Univerfe. 
| She Earth Effentially contains in it 
‘Wfelf the Vertues. and Qualities of all 

i|Seeds, Fruits and Grains; infom 
that whatever is fown into it 


? 
WC} 
ilCil, 


it, 1mme- 
diately takes root, and attra@s to it {elf 
an agreeable Matter proper for the Sup- 


port and Nourifhment of its own Body 
‘Hand Spirit. The like isto be under- ¥ 
‘@tood of the Soul ; ir being the Univer- 
fal Humane Ground, wherein whatever 
is fown, whether Good or Evil, takes 
“root, and powerfully, though infenfibly, 
wittraws agreeable Matter ont: of all the 
iffPowers and Qualities of Nature, . to 
yjnourifh and improve that Seed, where- 
Wpy it obtains a ftrong Form in the Soul, 
the Ellences whereof can never be de- 
Witroy’d or defaced, ‘efpecially if the 
Hbeeds are fown in the firft and tendereft 
wfAge of the Child. For then the Soul 
s moit empty. and confequently moft 
ii@tifceptible of Impreffions, and receiving 
Miny thing that is offer’d to it.. All the 
Powers of Nature ftanding then, as ic 
(jagvere naked, unbyafs’d by Cuftom and 
(Prejudice, with an earneft and ardent 
B 2 Appe- 


A, A froevta Werhor of 
Appetite, defiring to be ftampt with) | 
fome Charaéter or other, without any.) 
regard to either the Beauty or Value off’ 
the Impreffion, having no Diftinctiont!:". 
betwixt Good and Evil. 

Upon this account, whatever a Child!) 
is firit taught and acctiftomed to, nott)” 
only takes the deepeft root in the Soul,,f 
but begets Habits and Complexions,,) 
and denominates the very Conititutiom| 
it felf. This no wife Man can deny,,)"" 
it being Matter of Fact, and commomj™"! 
Obfervation: Befides, all the Art andi} 
wholly remove or al ities ancif! 
Difpofitions fo earlily . planted 


by continually reprefenting ¢ 

sood Examples, back’d with Wholfom 
and Moral Precepts, if the Soul be of <q 
mild and gentle Nature, they may, fora 


fone t#ie,feem to be fubdu’d, yet upon fin 
the leaft Intermiffion, and Neglect op)! 
fach a Method, they thall be ready to excite 
ert-themfelves afrefh, and perhaps, witlifit:) 
redoubled Vigour. ; 
Therefore Education and Examplesspit i 
in the Infancy, and firft Ages of #u, 
Child, that is, from Two to Eighid 
Lernghl 
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en, Twelve Years, are the very 
Foundation of Vertue or Vice, accord- 
ing as they” are usd or apply’d: For 
hen Good and Evil are indifferent to 
he Soul ; and that which is firft im- 


free she ftronpett hab 
pets UI C urongere | it. ae a 
4) From hence it is manifeft of what 


importance it is, for Fathers, Mare 
INurfes, &c. to whom the Care of Chil- 
fren is committed, to be watchful that 
ihe Precepts and Examples of Vertue, 
dnave the Honour. in making t the firlt 
umpreflion on their Childrens de : 
rat hat they labour to acquaint them be- 
dimes with the Excellence of Patience, 
JHumility and Con ipatfion : That they 
srepreient to them the Nobile and Tran- 
cendent Dignity of Juftice, and fhew 
dthem the Deformity of the contrary 
fice: That they make them undertftand, 
that there is as much Injufticein Wrong- 
wing a'Man of a Penny, as in Cheating 
nim of a Pound: That Writhing of the 
dINeck of a Chicken Babi: Deligh It, is.as 
qereat an Evidence of the Spirit of Cru 
He y,as the Stabbing a Man. They, are.t 
iiccuftom their Children to a prope Said 


2 diftindt 
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xed, takes the deepeit root, ant. be-» 


peas hk 


peaking : I am per- 
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fwaded,much of cheStammering & Lifp- 


ing in many People, mightshave been 
prevented by a proper and due Manage- 
tent in their Chiidhood. “They ought 
alfo to be very careful to Teach them 
Temperance in Eating and Drinking, 
and Moderation in their Sleep and Ex- 
erciles. By fach Methods as thefe, the 
Seeds of Vice might. more eafily, be- 
eaufe timely, be fubdued, and a Foun- 
dation laid for the building up an Excel. 
lent and Accomplifht Perfon. 

But feeing that the common Cultom 
of the World commands us, as foon as 
we are born, to be fubmitted to the 
€are and Tuition of Women, on whofe 
good or ill Management of us in that 
tender Age, a great part of the Felicity 
or Mifery of our Lives depend. And 
eomfidering the Impreflions that Women 
make, whilft they are Impregnate and 
go with Child, have a wonderful Influ- 
ence upon their Iffue, I think ic will 
prove no. worthlefs Service to. propofe 
fome Obfervations and Methods where- 
by they may be better directed to. dif- 
charge their Duty. 

: | Cry A 
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eoucatin 
(1.) A good i ought to be ob= 
ferved ; that is, they ought to accuftom 
themfelves to fimple Meats and Drinks, 
fuch in which no manifeft Quali ity is too 
predominant ; that is, not tooiweet nor 
too bitter, too falt nor too fharp, a 

or all Extreams beget their own Qua- 
Achigs and Compleétions. All Strong 
Drinks are to be avoided ; for nothing 
is more inimical to the Nature of Chil- 
dren, than things wherein Heat has the 
Afcendant. All Spoon-Meats are very 
proper and Natura al, except fuch as are 
made of Spirituous Liquors, as Wine, 
Ale, Beer, 
with Sugar, as is commonly practifed, 
they are exceedingly Hotter, and ought 
to be avoided by all that value their own 
or their Childrens Health. But Gruels, 
Paps, Rice, varioufly drefs’d, are very 
wholiom. Raw Herbs made into Sai- 
lads, and eaten with Bread, Butter and 
Cheefe, are excellently good ; ‘and for 
Drink, Midline Beer or Ale is the beft, 
except W ater. 

(2.) They are alfo, during their Im- 
pregnat on, to abétaie from ‘all Foods 
that are made Hot in their Preparation, 

B.A by 
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Cyder, cc. but iffweetned 


| 
| 


ine, Roafti ing, Baking, 

bey ought to let them 
quite Cold before they eat them ; 
ei {ulphurous Vapours do 
mighcily generate Windy oy and 
that mart Diftemper call’d the 
Scuroy, both in che} M font 


er and ore ; 
for t] thofe fiery Fumes and Va pours that 
all hot Foods fend { fame are of a furious 
bid unpeacefl Temper, and cont: ‘ary 
to the Natural Heat both of the Sto 


Hey ig 


mach 


ind the Food it felf. So that 

, the Eating folid Food hor, or 

before thefe de sadly Vapours have oer 
ae 


ra a 
anim, { 


i, | 


uielves, to be one-of the granc 

ae ee Wind, efpecially in Spots 

and Children, (as we have largely de- 
monftrated in our Way to Health, and 

other of our Pile Ge 

They ough ht to refrain the eat- 

Us all forts of Roots, as ‘Turnips, | *! 
eat nips, Carrets, @c. For by reafon |‘ 
of their C1 tude and Earth ry Qualities, | Mn 
they natural ny beget Wind. Unripe 
Fruit, and al] things harpned with Vi- 
pegar, Oranges, Lemons, ¢c. are hurt- 
AACE Bging unequal in their Parte, | -\w: 
they “petierate cold. windy Humours, 1 fy 
anc © J 
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and afford a very {mall and improper 
Nourifhment, efpecially to Perfons un- 
der the Circumitances we are now 
{peaking of. 

(4.) They mutt be very careful, not 


to exceed in uantity, AllRey sletion 


does in avery high degree obftr net the 
Courfe of Natare, and produces many 
Difeafes ; and utterly deftroys the Health 
and Harmony beth of Body and Mind} . 
affe@ing both with fome fignal and 
irreparable Damage, being of far more 
nifchievous Confequence than molt 
do gies, ean 
Eig; Ne hey ought to forbear all ro- 


. buft, mafculine Labour and Exercifes, 


as likewife a foft and fedentary Lite : 
Both the one and the other ought to be 
gentle and eafie ; not too thoughtfully 
engaging the Mind, nor over-burden- 
ing the Body. Such a Courle wou’d 
{trengthen Ragia by removing Ob- 
Radian 1s, and caufing. the Blood and 
‘Iumours to circulate with more free- 
dom and facility. For:it is obfervable 
in’ all Countries where Women live. 
Temperately, ufe moderate. Exercifes; 
eat fimple. Foods, and drink mofily 
Bs Water, 
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Water, that windy. Difeafes are dly. 
Ena: to be found either in them or 
their Children. 

Laff ly. Above all things, they ought 
to beware that they. do:not give place 
:0Paflion, to. fuffer thofe irregular 
Motions ak the Mind to reign and get 
the: Deminion over them. T hefe fort 
ef Difturbances put the whole Confti- 
_gution’ out of Tune, and: make fierce and 


violent Invafions on the Sweetnefs of 


the ée good Powers and Qualities ; making: 
he ‘deepett Impreffions on the Ch ild, 
and powertully it ior borat ing: With the 
perverfe Seed of their Simile, whereby 


iy 


evil Inclinations. and Difpotit jons are: 


beeotten, and do ariie ; for there is a 
Lrong and unconceivable sympathy be- 
ewixt the Mother andthe Child, both 
Vertue and Vice : fo that there is no 
evil Indifpofition that attends the Mo- 
a ery. Dut the Chil d participa ites thereof, 


Ceivi ing t the Nourifhment both of Spi- 
it.and Body from:her. Nothing 1smore; 


certain, than that py, sete when 
it arrives to Extremity, b gets its own 
Complexion 5 for it pe Eee even to 


the Center,joyns with. its Simile, and'be-. 


somes, ftrengthned by is. By 
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By this:nieans, the irregular Methods 
of Mothers affe& their Children, very fj 
often dif {tempering their Minds and Bo- | 
dies ; which ina very fhort time become 


fo deep and central, that they are hardly | 


ever cured or eradicated. 

This it isto be an ignorant Bigot 
to Cuftom and ‘Ir adition. 
trollable is ve Domini in they have ob- 


tain’d,that they fway and biaf3 us againft 
all Reafon and Baperienee So pre- 
ote roufly 1 is Mankind blinded and de- 
ved; that we can neither Hear, See, 


p 
Fe l, nor Tafle Truth, nor the Simpli- 
Cit , of Nature’s A calgtias 

ee Seed partakes of the Nature and 


ywwn: If the Ground be good, and 
the Seed good, you may reafon: ably CX. 
peck fe und arid firm Fruitg/without ble- 
mifh or diftemper.. Proper Metheds 
muft be obferved, or all will. be fpoil’d. 
What Crop can the Husband- man i hope 
for, if he neglects to Till'and Manure 
his Land, or fows it with improper and 


unfuitable Seed'2> Or what Profit can* 


he expect from his Hor fes, Cows, and 


Sheep, if particular Care be not taken 
about 


So uncon:-# 


uality of the Ground whereinto it is. 


ee 


5: 
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about the well-ordering his Cattle, that 
they may bring forth their Young 
Ones. with Strength and Health ? . The 
' ike. is to be underftood of the Humane: 
Ground, if that be not drefs’d and cul- 
tivated by good Order and Temperance, 
you. mult not look for a healthy and 
vigorous Off-{pring. In. a “word, the: 
whole Education, Improvement. and 
Accomplifhment of Mankind, in a great. 
meafure, depends. on the Management 
and good Condu& of Women. For 
Proof of which, let us a little confider 
what. a powerful Influence, from our 
very. Infancy, they have over us, and: 
what a mighty Intereft and Concern- 
ment, they have in thofe very things: 
chat conduce moft to our well-being, 
and have the greateft Effe@ upon our 
@onftitutionsand Difpofitions. 
Cuftom, a¥d:common Pra@ife, has. 
‘> order’d it, That. as we {pring from. 
them, we muft be return’d to them. No: 
fooner are. we born, but we are thrown: 
into their Hands. © As they gave us: 
Birth, °tisjudg’d reafonable they fhould: 
give us, Education.. It is not enough, 
@iat: we: mutt fuffer-under. the Impref-. 
fions: 


Coucating Childen, 13 
fions we. receive fo earlily from them, 
during the miftaken Methods they too: 
generally ‘obferve in the time of their 
Pregnancy ; but we muft’ be fubmitted 
to their Difcipline and Direétion, after 
we are produc’d, ftampt with the Image 
of God. Do they not form in us our 
firft Notions, and prepoffefs. the Soul 
before it has leifure to underftand its own 
Power and Liberty ? All the Nonfence 
of our Conceptions, and Irregularity 
of our Morals, is deriv’d from thems; 
whilft through an. over-fond Tender- 
nefs they confirm and encourage thofe 
Seminal Principles of Vice that they 
ought to difcountenance and fubdue: 
How many Souls are ruin’d by Mo- 
thers and Nurfesfearing:their Children 
with horrid’and-frightful Names, when 
they would bring them to comply. with 
their own Humour 2. Heréby the Seeds. 
of Fear are planted, which continually 
fubje@ the Soul to conftant and un- 
| avoidable Bondage. _Befides, the Ex- 
| amples.of their Paffions, and irregular 
A@ions, have a mighty Influence upon 
eur tender Souls, infomuch that thofe: 
firft Impreflions car.never be obliterated 
or 
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4 A Pes Wethod of 
or removed, They alfo prepare Chil- 
drens Food, and order and appoint 
their Diet and Exercifes: From hence 
it appears how much we are under their 
Conduc& and Management, as. to Bed, 
Board, and all things conducing to’ the 
Prefervation. of Life and manner of. 
Living. For ‘this caufe, ic is poffible 
to convince an Hundred’ Men of the 
Errors of Life, before One Woman: 
they. being the’ Miftreffes of Invempe: 
rance, and mightily efponfe the Me- 
thods of that ancient Gentleman calf’d 
Cuftom. | 

Hence it follows, that it is-of great 

Importance, That particular Care be 
taken about the Education of Women 
themfelves,. fince they fow the firft Seeds 
in the Humane Grouhd.. When you 
ask Children why they do This, or 
DLhat 2? They: will anfwer, Their Mo- 
thers tanght them) and they faw their 
Mothers do it. So that the whole Care 
and Inftruction of Children, efpecially 
whilft they are moft capable of Impref. 
fion, is committed to them. For few 

or no Men mind it, ‘their fecular Bufi- 

nefs calling them to. the ean 

OF: 


eS 


~ S 4 
> > 
a ee an ae 


educating Childzen. 15 
of other Affairs, which fome term 
Matters of greater Moment. But this 
is a great Miftake 3 for I affirm, That 
Prudent Education, and Early Difci- 
pline, are the Sinews of all good Go- 
vernment. And no Man can reafonably 
expe& better Succefs in Publick Affairs, 
except a. more methodical Regulation 
be obferved in the. Education of Chil- 
dren, efpecially among{ft the Females ; 
for if they are well Brought-up, they 
will naturally Inftrué and Teach their 
Off-{piing. No Tutors can Teach Chil- 
dren fo that Degree. nor with that Eafe; 
asMothers. Befides,the Charge.of Tutors 
often-times becomes burthenfom; and 
many neglect the learning of excellent 
Things,becaufe theirCircumftances will 
not allow them wherewith’ t@ pay their 
Mafters. If the Mother or Nurfe bea 
Linguift, and can well onderftand and’ 
fpeak three or four Languages, the Child 
will quickly learn therm all with as great 
facility and. readinefsj.as the Mother- 
Tongue. Thefame is to be underftood 
as to all Arts and Sciences, 

{t is agreat Truth, though very little 
believed, That the Females are naturally 
as 
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as fit for, and capable of all excellent 
Learning, as Men, even the Mathema- 
ticks it felf; and if there be any dif- 
ference, the Advantage is on the Wo- - 
mens fide.. They are of curious and 
apt Capacities, to apprehend all things 
that depend upon the Power of the 
Fancy and Imagination, beihg of. a 
more delicate Contexture, and wrought 
with a finer Thread than Man. Pray 
tell me, why were they thought fit, by 
the wife Antients, to Prepare, Com- 
pound and Drefs our Food, which in- 
deed is true Rhyfick ? On the due Com- 
polition and Proportion of that, all the 
Health, Strength, nay, the Life it felf of 
Men, depends. The Art of Preparation 
is not only Deep and Myfterious, but 
Curious and Ingenious : For, to-under- 
ftand Preparation and: Compofition, 
with the proper Quantity and Quality. 
of the Ingredients, is none of the leaft 
Points in Philofophy.. Iam fure, what: 
the Women fall fhort of in this My- 
ftery, is not for want of Capacity ; for 
what they are once taught, and. have». 
made a Cuftom, they will hold faft. 
Eherefore,. that City-or. €ountrey is 
happy; 
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ie xy, whofe Vi rollieh have ben taught 
good Cuftoms, and the Orders of Tem- 
perance 5 and on the other fide, that 


}Country is moft unhappy, where the 
1 Woimen have embrac’d evil Cuftoms. 


How prepofterous 3 is it! You will truft 


Women with the moft material Things, 
even the Government of Life, and 
Health, aad yet deny them to be ca- 
pable « of underf tariding meaner Services, 
We affirm, they are as able to compre- 
hend all Arts and Sciences to _as ares 

i degree as Men, if not high er, provided 
i their Education be equ: al. Indeed, we 
do not approve of their being employ'd 
in Robutt and Mafculine Offices, Is it 
not a pretty fight, to fee a parcel of 
| Women Carrying of Burthens, and 
\Crying of Things in Baskets upon 
their Head: ibout the Streets:?. ‘Thefe 
| are cana gs Employments, which ren- 
ijder Women Rude,Bold, Surly, and Un- 
| dhahé They re tobe apply d to foft and 


gentle Exercifes, more agreeable to their 
Complexions. They are to be'Tutor ‘din 
Arts more faitable and proper for them, 


as in good Writing and Arithmetick ; 
to underftand Accompts, and the keep- 


ing 
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ing of Books, and all other things that 
may be done within the compafs of 
the Houfe ; for if they have timély 
Inftruétion, they will foon demon- 
{trate themfelves to be very Apt, Sharp 
and Ready in all curious Arts,and often- 
times exceed even the Men themfelves. 

By thefe means, Daughters would 
become altogether as helpful and fer- 
viceable both to themfelves and Pa- 
‘rents, as Sons; and many times: more, 
becaufe they are not fo apt and incli- 
nable to Travel and Ramble abroad 
into Foreign Parts, nor Lift themfelves 
in the Armies of Princes. Befides, the 
’ true Learning of all ufeful things, will 
render them fit and capable to anfwer 
the End of their Creation, viz, to-be 
Helps-meet to their Husbands. For 
timely Education, and the teaching: 
Children the Doing, and Adive. Part, 
is, to fow in them the Seeds of Tem- 
perance, Frugality, and Good Order. 
This wou’d make them Thoughtful and 
Serious, and teach them to have a 
Value for thofe Principles of Vertue 
that are fo timely implanted in them ; 
the Practice whereof will be fo far 
from: 
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“from being difficule and hard, that it 
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will be familiar and connatural to 
them : They will take care to cherith, 
preferve and improve thefe noble Seeds, 
efteeming them the Foundations of 
Peace, Comfort, and everlafting Sere- 
nity of Mind. Like frugal Men, that 
get Money by their own Induftry, they 
will know the true Worth of it, and 
how they part withit : while others are. 
like a wanton and inconfiderate Spend- 
thrift, who fquanders away. all he has, 
without any regard to the Labour of 
thofe who got it for him, or confider- 
ing thatitmight have much better been 
employ’d in the charitable Relief of poor 
and better deferving People. 

For this Reafon, moft rich Perfons: 
Children are Foolifh, Idle, Prodigal, and 
very Expenfive; and their Parents can 
nevér expect better Fruit from them, till 
they give them better Precepts,and better 
Precedents. For, for the moft part, they 
teach them Wantonnefs and Extrava- 
gance from their very Cradles, till they 
are Seven, Eight, or Ten Years of 
Age: Which ill Habits grow fo very 
{trong in them, that they become In- 
vincible, 


vincible, and no Art or Care poffible 
can root out or expunge them. Some 
few there are, indeed, that -are born 
with more propitious. and favourable 
Natures, eS Queis ex meliore luto fyrxit 


= 


precordia Titan, —— whom Phebus has 
form'd of better Clay, that by the help 
of Inftru@ion, furmount the Difficulties 
of an ill and ‘prejudicate Education. 
But thefe are very little beholden to 
their Parents and ~Tutors for Good 
Manners and Sobriety, but chiefly: to 
the Portion of good Nature, -and God’s 
Gifts, that.aréborn in them. 

The Fear of God, ‘Temperance, 
Cleannefs and Frugality, are taught by 
Precept and Example; even as Arts and 
Sciences are ; as alfo are Difobedience, 
Intemperance and Diforder. 

The principal Time of Teaching and 
Confirming Vertue and Vice, ‘Tempe- 
rance’ and -_Intemperance, Arts atid 
Sciences, Induftry and Wantonnefs, is 
from Three Years of Age to Ten: 
whatever is faftened to them within 

_that time, will continue for ever, and 
' ‘will naturally grow ftrong, and im- 


prove, with the leaft Induitry tgtEr: 
* * j j 
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If this be true, as certainly it is, how 
is it poflfble that the People of this 
Age fhould expeé their Children fhould 
be ‘Temperate ‘and Induftrious, when 
they do all they can, both by Precept 
and Example, to make them Gluttons 
and Debauched ? 
rents at leaft permit, if not force their 
Children to Eat and Drink not only 
beyond the Neceffity and Exadétions of 
Nature, but alfo more than they are 
willing to receive ? And Perfons of all 
Ages have an Inclination to eat. and 
drink more than the Stomach can with 
eale digeft, efpecially if their Meats 
and Drinks are well compounded and 
delicious ; which is often purpofedly 
done, to entice Nature out of her-own 
plain Way. . 

Now, if Perfons of mature Age and 
Experience are apt to exceed in this 
particular, and over-load: the digeftive 
Power of the Stomach, to the extreme 
prejudice of their Body and Mind ; 
what muft Children fuffer, that with- 
out any reftraint, eat and. drink to the 
end of their Appetites ? For the Palate 
continues the Pleafure of ‘Tafting, 

: many 
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many Degrees beyond the Neceffity of 
the Stomach, and the Requirements of 
the Digeftive Faculty. Is not this teach- 
ing Children, even in the very Cradle, 
to be Gluttons ? .Which being ftrength- 
ned and improved by repeated Practice, 
is at laft fo deeply radicated, that it be- 
comes a Second Nature. So that it 1s 
no wonder to fee fo many Men and 
Women Intemperate and Debauched ; 
nay, itis very hard to conceive it fhould 
be otherwife, when there has been fo 
much Pains taken, and fo many Years 
{pent to confirm and corroborate the 
Habit; and that even in their Youthful 
Age, when Impreffions are fooneft and 
deepeft made. 

For the Soul of Man is endued (as 
I faid* before) with an Univerfal Spirie 
both of Good and Evil. There is no 
Property or Quality in the whole Na- 
ture of Things, that dees not find in 
Man fomewhat wherewith to aflimilate 
and affix it felf Upon this account it is, 
that he is capable of learning all things, 


Humane and Divine; and thofe Precepts _ 


and Examples that are firft prefented, 
have the ftrongeft Effect, and take the 
deepeft Root. Tem- 


+ 
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&, Fearning. ?Tis by their Dire@ion and 
| Hand Influence that Man arrives to the 
Peli tyeaba of his Nature, and 
| dignifies his Species above the Rank of 
Whis Fellow-Creatures. So that if Cbil- 
i}dren are accuftomed to thefe things 
from their Birth, to Twelve or Fifteen 
yi | Years of Age, it is almoft impoflible 
»j then they fhould become Intemperate, 
y Without the hazard of SicknefS, or run- 
.;/ning the rifque of many unpleafant In- 
conveniences. Which Confideration, 
Jtogether with.an early and habitual Pra- 
ictice of thofe Vertues, will make it as 
, Weafie and familiar for them to be: Tem- 
\ |perate, as Men. are now prone to be 
y | Extravagant and Debauch’d. Befides, 
;, |this Method would extraordinarily’ con- 
. Htribute % the Eafe and SatisfaGtion of all 
» |Pamilies, keeping them ffem mary 
torturing Difeafes, and great Expences, 
‘, (both in Servants, Meats aad Drinks, and 
HY apa all things fedate, quiet and de- 
f ise fal): 


“Cuftom ahd Precept have wonderful 
and 


rid 
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and amazing Infiuences over all the Ce-}, 
leftial Powers and Configurations of thes)... 
Stars and Elements, and over innate} .j9) 
Difpofitions, Inclinations and Com’ | 
plexions. So great is their Power bothi|,.,.., 
in the Good and Bad, that they lead Meni), 
to commit the higheft Evils and Out--j..... 
- rages, even Murther it felf, without any")... 
Trouble or Regret. For Example: Take?}....., 
a Boy of Two or Three Years old, that:} y,, 
is dignified ia the fiery Zrigon in_ hiss), 
Nativity under 4ars, who confequently’ |. 
is, by his Complexion, addicted to pra--) 
&ice all manner of Wrath, Fiercene(si), 
and Cruelty, 5 let this Child be under 
the Tuition of a Bavynian Woman, or, 
ome other Perfon that fcruples all Vio--| 
lence, or the killing either. Man or 
Beaft, where they live temperately, andi 
obferve fober Méthods,. and you. fhallli, ~ 
foon difcern, notwithftanding his Mar—} 
tial Inclinations, and the. Power off} 
Celeftial- Influences, that the Cuftom,,)°™ 
Religion’and Example of thofe People:), 
he is brought up among, will quicklyj| 
infinuate and conform themfelves withj" 
their Similes in the Child’s Soul, .andije™ 
and gain an intire Dominion over all the: 4 
fiercesy* 
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fierce and rude Difpofitions he was 
_‘threaten’d with, from his Nativity, or 
predominating Conftellation. For cer~ 
(iain it is, That the Soul contains the com- 
bl bleat and true Natur e of all Things : 
; WAnd though one Quality or Proper ye ie 
tronger than another in the Sonl,, et 
~ Jul the other cling to it, an 1d cor ne aft er, 
pccording to their rahe ax of Strength 
br Weaknefs ; and that Form or Quality 
jhat is weakeft,can eafily be made ftr ong- 
eft by Cuftom, ‘Precept and E rt sle. 
““WAnd fo, on the other fide, that Quality 
“that in the Nativity was moft Strong: 
fan by the fame Rule be made Weak 
find Impotent. 
VY This is farther m: antfefted i n Religion, 
heh ich is made up of great VY arieti ties ¢ ye 
JNotions,and Praétical Ceremonies.there 
“heing as n nuch difference ag there is in 
“dhe Nature of Things ; many of them 
Wantaftical, Vain, and Irrational, and 
hott of them Ridiculous ; ; the Zealous 
“i, pprobation whereof, and Formal the 2- 
‘Wile, are convincing and undenia 
Vguments of the Force and Power of 
M“uftom. Willnot thofe that have been 
‘pitructed in .Bafe and Falfe Notions, 
C and 
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and conftantly us’d to conform with in- 
humane and deteftable Ceremonies, be 
_as eafily perfwaded to die for their Re//- 
gion (as they call it,) as thofe that hav 
really embracd the Truth ,~ and live 
under the moft fober and agreeable Me- . 
thods of God’s Law ? Without all per- 
adventure they will ; and the frequent 
Inftances mention’d in the Records of all 
Hiftories determine the Queftion. Have 
there not been Turks and Indians Children, 
that being educated in the Chrifian Re- 
ligion, have prov’d as zealous and for- 
ward in the Defence of that Caute, as 
the Child of a Chriflian ? And on the 
other hand, are-not the famizaries, for 
the moft part, the Sons of Chriitians ? 
ret there are not, within the Confines 
of the Ofteman Empue, more ob{tinate 
and inveterate AMuffilmen.. In short, 
Children may be brought to any thing ¢ 
Their Souls’are fo’cereous and flextble,, 
that they may,with the. greateft faciliry,, 
be form’d into pay, Soe any Figures: 
Good and Evil are alike to them, they 
know no difference nor diftin@ion: That: 
that they are firft taught, fixes the Chara- 
ger, obtains the Aicendant, and deno» 


minatess| |’ 


nee 


_ oo Ti AR oe Sn ee eo acai ee 


- < my > ; — - = 
ee a > ee ae 


educating Chilhen. 27 


minates the Perfon cither Vertuous or 
Vicious. 

For this Reafon it was,that our Saviour: 
commanded ltr] Children to be broughe 
unto him. _ Which had not relation only 
to their Innocency,but to their Capacity; 
their Minds | being, as it were, Free and 
Empty, not yet b vid Apprenti ice to 
the Vanity of Cul flor and Prejudices 
The Ground was clean,and exempt from 
the Weeds of Diforder and Wickednefs 3 
whereby they were render’d more fit 

and capable to receive the Good Seed. 
rid not our Great Maffer likewife go 
into the Streets and High-ways to preach 
the Gofpel to the Comithion and Ordi- 

nary fort of People ? Why did he not 
oftner honour the Synagogues,and preach 
his Dodtrine to the Scribes and Pharifees, 
thofe learned id firi& Obfervers of the 
Law ? No, theformer were not faftned 


| in’ Prejudice, nor fo sii rooted itr the 


Formalities of the and Tradition, 
and therefore mor ely to embrace the 
Truth : There were not thote Obftacles 


| and Impediments in thein,as were in the 


latter. For the more free ice Manis from 
the Power of Cuftom, the more room 
C2 there 
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there isin the Soul to entertain Vertue. 
Asthe Proverb has it, No Fool like the Old 
fool: Because Folly is fo deeply groun- 
sded in him, .that there is no place fer 
any thing elfe. 

On the other hand, Children, at their 


° 


zariival into this World, are utter Stran-. 


ers to Cuftom and Tradition; they are, 
as it were, like the Incorporeal Beings’; 
sheir Imaginations and Fancies are not 
bounded or mif-led by that we call Rea- 
{on ; they penetrate into, and imitate all 
rhings that they hear of, or fee done, and 
this without any Confideration whether 
it be good or evil, poflible or impoflible, 
being alike exempt from the fear of not 
learning, and hope of future Benefits, 
chey prefs forward and attain to th 

Knowledge of Things with wondertul 
expedition. and accuracy. And the 
Younger they are, the more capableare 


they of receiving Inftruction, but Age” 


and Experience muft improve them. 
Early Plants naturally take the fureft and 
decpeft root, and with great ‘vigour and 
force attrac the Vertues of che Earth for 
their Nourifhment ; and being :drefs‘d 
and cultivated by the induftrious Huf- 
bandman, 
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Bandman; the good Juices foon grow’ 
ftrong, infomuch that they will over- 
come the Weeds themfelves. 

Upon this Confideration, of the won- 
derful Nature and ‘Aptitude ofthe Soul 


| to receive any thing thar fhall be offer’d 
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toit, it appears of what Importance it is,- 
that particular care be taken to fow good: 
Seed at firft. That if Parents negle& to 
plant, Children will.do it themfelves : 
For the Soul will‘not be empty, Empti-: 
nefs having no Being in Nature. So that 
if you do not teach and fhew them good 
Methods and Precepts, they will foon 
learn evil ones: For their whole Em- 
ployment and Bufinefs is, to learn and* 
imitate what they fee and hear. As we’ 
have obferved before, all Languages and ' 
Tongues are alike tothem ; the one 1s as 
éafie as the other: but that whieh the 
Child firft learns, takes the deepelt root, 
and gets the government over all the 
reft. So that it is in the Power of the 
Mother, if fhe be a Lingui?, to make 
Latin, or anyother Tongue,. the Mo- 
ther-Tongue, as well as Englifh ; and it 
will be as eafie, natural and familiar for 
the Child to imitate her in three or four 

C3 feveral 
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feveral Languages, asone ; Likewile,to 
arrive at a proper and diftinét Methed 
of Speaking, if the Mother,’ Nurle, or 
whoever has the Care of the Child com- 
mitied to them, be a Perfon fo qualify’d 
and accomplifh’d. Which is. alfo to be 
underftood of the attaining to all other 
Arts and Sciences. | 

Hence it follows, That the Females 
ought to have the principal and beft Edu- 
cation, they being the’ firft Plamters or 
"Tutors; having the Children always with 
them, whom they. will imitate and ob- 
ferve. | Befides, Women have a wonder- 
ful Dignification in their. Natures and 
Complexions ; God having implanted. - 
Modefry in their Conftitution, which 4s 
the Foundation of all Excellence and 
Vertue. They are of a quick, penetra- 
ting Fancy, apt. to comprehend any 
thing that is fine or curious, asthe Art 
of Houfewifery, Needle-work, Painting, 
Mnfick, Writing, &e. In thele things 
no Man can exceed them, if they:have 
timely and proper Education and Inf{tru- 
ction ; being both by their Genius and 
Complexions naturally adapted for all 
eafic Empleyments, and curious Arts: 
as 
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as the Males are'to Tillage, the Manages 
ment of Cattle, Building, and all Em- 
ployments that requiré greater Forceand 


) Strength of Body to perform 5 which 


the Females ought by no means to un- 
dertake, “or meddle with 
Now ifthe Women were thus infiru- 

&ed themfelves, _ éafie and natural 
wou d it be for them sehen cn and teach 
their Children all excellent Things,even 
from the very Cradle - 2 With baie little 
vets ty might they cemper and regulate 

he Methods of their Eating, Drinking, 
sleeping. and Waking? For [ mutt teil 
you, That Sobriety, "Te mperance, and 
Cleannefs, are taught even as any Art or 
Science, tho” with much more Eafe, and 
lef; Fatigue, and with anconceivably 
more Succels and Benefit. Ufe and Pra 
Gtife are the Life and Spirit that give 
Vertue and Skill to all Perfons whatio- 
ever, If the Children fee no Dilorderly 
nor Intemperate Examples, but have the 
Reprefentation and Character of the 


contrary Vertues continually placed be-- 


fore their Eyes, they will undoubtedly 
conform themfelves to that Image, in 
Practice and Impitation...f thefe Truths 

C4. were 
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-were thoroughly. believed, and rightly 
managed, what an Healthy Off-{pring 
fhould we have, every way-adorn’d wih 
Vertne, and the Knowledge of all ufeful 
and excellent Things? Thus you fee how 
much it depends upon the Care and Skill 
of Parents, Tutors, Nurfes, ce. to form 
the Souls of Children, and make them 
what they pleafe to have them. What- 
ever they fee or hear,they will praétice. 
Do but thew them the Way of Vertue, 
and hide from them the contrary Path, 
they will walk.in it, whether you will 
or no, tothe end of their Lives, ‘They 
will never derart from fuch deep-rooted 
Laws, and fotimely implanted Precepts, 
For the Soul takes the Biafs and Turn 
af its future Inclinations from thofé firft 
and early Impreffions. 

It is likewife to be confider’d, That 
Children ought not to be kept to any 


Employment, or Art, too long; For the 


Humane Soul being compounded and 
endued with the Nature of all, Things, 
(as we have before mention’d,) caules 
all People to delight in Variety, it being 
molt like her felf ; but efpecially Chil- 
dren do mightily prefgatrer, and love 
| Variety, 
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Variety, and there is nothing more 


grateful to their juvenile and unbounded : | 


Fancies. So that they will never dwell 
long upon any thing, nor be confin’d, 
with Pleafure, even to that Sport or 
Play they feem to take moft delight in, 
further than their own voluntary Incli- 
nations fhall fway and induce them. Be- 
fides, it would extremely dull and per- 
plex their Underftandings, and retund 
the tender 4cumen of their Wit and Spi- 
rit. But when they come to Years of 
Difcretion, (as they calbir,) they will ap- 
ply themfelves clofer and longer to fome 
one particular Employment,. or Study ; 
becaufe then Cuftom, Reafon, and Self- 
Intereft, engage and perfwade them 
to it. 

Moreover, as any one fort of Grain, 
too often fown on any one piece of 
Land, without Intermiffion, exhaufts 
its ftrength, and makes it weak, fo-that 
it will bear but a poor Crop'; becaufe 
every fort ofGrain does draw and attrac: 
from the Earth a proper Juice fuitable to 
the Nourifhment of its own Body : For 
which reafon the prudent Husband-man: 


will often change his. Seed, to give the 
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Ground variety ;. by. which, means he 
obtains a: fruitful and plentiful Crop 
every Year, if other Caufes.do not im- 
pede... The like muft. be conceived of 
the Humane-Ground. For Variety is 
the very Foundation and Compofition 
of our Lives ; nothing conduces. more 
to the Health and Profperity of Man- 
kind, nor is more agreeable to. the Na- 
ture of Man, chan Change of Diet, Ex- 
ercife and Employment. 

Befides, Children are more Inquifitive 
by many Degrees, and more violently 
defirous of Knowledge the five firft 
Years: of their Age, than afterwards ; 
for their Souls and Minds are, as it were, 
empty ,and Jong to be filled ; which natu- 
rally moves the Spirit to Induftry,and a 
Defire after Knowledge. But fo foon as 
thofe green Years are paft,and the Fancy 

is filled vp with the talfe and'miftaken 
Wations of Cuitom and Traditton, Men 
become, as it were, fulk and fatiated, 
more or lefs dull and ftupid, and con- 
fequently unapt to incline te the Sudy 
of any fort of curious Learning. |For 
this reafon it is, That whatever a Child 
is taught to imitate at Three or Four 


at 


Years. * | 
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Years of Age, (itis to be underftood: of | 
Sound and Healthy Children, which | 
moft wou’d be, were the Rules before 
prefcribed to Women, duly obferv’d,) 
takes double the root, and makes deeper 
Impretfions upon them. than: what they 
are tanght at Five ; and that at Five, 
double to what they are taught at Ten ; 
and fo on proportionably till Fifty or 
Sixty Years of Age. For, as Perfons 
grow up anto Years, their Souls and 
Minds are not only filled up and fullied 
with the irregular Di@tates of invete- 
rate Cuftom ; but the Natural and 
Animal Spirits become muddy and im- 


| pure, whereby the Apprehenfion and’ 


Underftanding are lefs quick and pene- 
trating.” For the Finenefs and Thinnefs 
of the Spirits, begets Acutenefs of Wit, 
and fupplies the Fancy with more Cu-- 
rious and Noble Images of Things ; fee- 
ing the finer any Man’s Spirits are, the 
more capable he is of underftanding the 
Myfteries of Arts and Sciences. 7 
From hence itis evident, That Order 
and Method do mightily {trengthen and 
advance the Humane Nature, and ren 
der all Perfons that obferve them, more 
ready 
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ready and adapt to learn, than duch as 
live Irregular Lives, efpecially Children, 
who, through the Finenefs and ‘Tender- 
nefs of their Spirits, cannot endure the 
over-charging of Nature, without mani- 
feft Detriment and Prejudice. So that 
thofé Parents,Tutors, &c. that prefs them 
on-to a Debauch, er permit or encou- 
rage them to Eat or Drink, or ufe any 
Exercife, beyond what the Neceffiry of 
Nature exaéts are guilty of horrid Im- 
piety againft:God, manifeft Breach of 
Truft towards the Children, and ac- 
countable for all the fad Confequences 
of fo fatal a Mifcarriage. 

Again, Since Children, at firft, do all 
that they do by Example and Imitation, 
it muft of neceflity be the indifpenfible 
Dury ofall Parents,or Others with whom 
the Charge of their Education is intrutt. 
ed, to be induftrioufly careful that they 
neither hear nor fee any Unfeemly 
Aétion. Such Precedents will be quick- 
ly Copied and Tranfcribed by them, and 
»n adhort time be fo deeply fix’d in the 
Imagination, that all the Art and Pains 
they can adminifter fhall never be able 
totally co deface or remoye them. 

And 
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And if ever they woud have their | 
Children to bear any Character in the 
World, and do any thing to Purpofe, 
they muft be fure to avoid that foolifh 
Half-/peaking and. Lifping, when they 
pice prattle with them, and divert -/ 
them. - It is impoflible to believe ‘what 
Damage they do their Children by--this 
abfurd and abominable Practife, pro- 
nouncing their Words by halves, and 
not one in.an hundred: properly and 
truly as it ought to be ; thereby putting 
the Children toa double and treble Task 
and Inconvenience ; firft, by their own 
Example, fondly inftilling into them 
an huddle of imperfe& and broken 
Nonfence ; and then, after they have 
difcern’d the Folly and Mifchief of ftock- 
ing them with fuch"Zrajh, ridiculoufly 
hoping to make them unlearn it again 
by Whipping and Beating them. They 
ought to be us’d to plain Difcourfes, and 
Words properly, fully and diftin@ly 
pronounced ; not with a grinning kind 
of Smile, and comick Diftortion of the 
Vilage ; but ina grave, folemn manner, 
and with a fedate and calm Counte- 
nance, eyen as you would propound 
Queftions, 


id 
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Queftions, and make Antwer to a Judge 
or Senator. For when they are us’d to 
fuch a pertinent’ and handiom way of 
Speaking, they will apply their utmoft 
Diligence to imitate and practice the 
fame. For ’tis the fame thing to the 
Child, both as eafie and natural tofpeak 
Words diftin& and pertinent, as lifping 
and ‘abrupt. Many Children have rea- 
fon to condemn: their Governors and 
Nurfeés, all the Days of their Life, for 
thofé manifold Inconveniences they are 
expos'd to by an uncomfortable Imper- 
feétion in the Utterance of their Speech. 

Their Governors alfoare feduloufly to 
inftrud& chem to avoid all Paffion, Anger 
and Violence ; and as much as lies in 
their Power, keep them from feeing any 
A@s ofthat nature. There is a conta- 
gious Infe@tion in them, that ought as 
carefully to be fhunn’d, as the Plague or 
Leprofic. They ought to acquaint and 
make their Pupils fenfible, not only of 
the Danger, but alfo. of the Uglinefs and 
Deformity of fuch prepofterous and ir- 
regular Inclinations. Their Peace in this 
World, and Happinefs in the next, in- 
tirely:depend upon it. All the Preach- 
ing, 
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ing, Precept and Prattice of our Great 
Law-Giver, tended to this. End 3 tO ins 
culcate intohis Difciples ‘a Principle of 
Mecknefs, Love and Unity; to exer- 
cife 2 mutual Charity and Forbearance 
towards one another. A compaflionate 
Forgivenefs of one another’s Faults, is 
the higheft Conqueft we can gain over 
our felves, and the neareft Approach we 
can make to Heaven ; and the Occa- 
fions of it, is the faireft Field Chrillia- 
nity has to difplay her felf in with her 
true and proper Colours. ——-Ecce. quam 
Chriftiani Amant ! Behold how, the Chri- 
ftians Love ! ~-~ was the Heathen Per- 
fecutors Saying, of old, and ought oto 
be the A4orte and Character of all that 
would be called Chriftians now. There- 
fore our Great Matter faid unto -Peter; 
Put up thy Sword : My Kingdom is not of 
this World: Nothing but Peace, Love; 
and Concerd, can open the Gates into 
thofe blelled Realmis of Light and Love; 
Except therefore. the ifirft. Sallies’ and 
Motions of the Scul: towards thefe Irre: 
gularities be; correéted and reformed; 
nothing but the moft-fatal. and irremes 
diable Mifchief. wilkiendue;. . Is is, I con- 
fefs, 
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fefS, a Work‘of great Difficulty; yet 
that fhou’d-not difcourage our Endea- 
vours : nay, “tis in the Infancy of our 
Children, if ever, that we can rea- 
fonably hope for Succefs. Befides, the 
Pra@ife of thefe Vices, rencounters 
the “Oeconomy of the whole Creation : 
For all things both in the Animal, Ve- 
getable and Mineral Kingdoms, do pro- 
ceed from one Ground ; and though 
the Multitude and Variety of them: be 


beyond any humane Number, yet Bach» 0; 


and ‘Every of them do, in one degree 
or another, contain the true Nature and 
Property of the Whole 5 and in Man 
they have their Central Being and Ex- 
iftence, though not in all alike, but in 
fome one Quality is ftrong, in others 
another ; from whence proceeds Menis 
Difference in Difpofitions, Inclinations, 
Love, and Hatred ; ‘but the Property 
which is ftrongeft in the Radix, ever 

{ways and governs the whole Life. 
There is another bafe and depraved 
Cuftom too frequently ufed,° wz. To 
{care and affright Children ‘with horrid 
and terrible Names 3; thinking thereby: 
to bring them ‘to their’ Lure, and make 
them 
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iithem quietly comply with what they 
«|wou'd have them, not confidering of 
lw {what mifchievons Confequence it 1s to 
. |the Child to have its tender Sou! fo alarmd 
xJand prepoffefsd with fuch monftrous 
us| Images of Things as keep Nature in'a 
‘on | perpetual Agitation and Trembling. Sf 
ithe Child’s Soul be of a ftrong and 
ie | vigorous Complexion, you thereby 
oi awaken the Seeds of Envy, Hatred, 
ie Malice, and many other furly Difpofi- 
‘Lywkaions $ and fo by miltakenly endeavour- 
“sling to lay One Devil, you raife a Thou- 
oi fand in his room. But if the Soul be 
\of a foft, meek, and gentle Temper, 
jj.) you utterly confound and ruine it. Ie 
win) Shall never be Malter of one Regular 
Jo Thought, and by confequence never 
\jy | produce an Handfom and Commen- 
| dable Adtion. It fhall be eternally fub- 
«|| je&ted to doubt: Irrefolnte in its De- 
| figns, and Wavering in its) Attempts. 
| For thofe Terrors and Amazements 
: 


awaken the Internal or Central Spirits 
and Powers of Nature; which: incor- 
4j| porating and joyning wich their Siazles, 
"|| become, as it were, Confubftantiate with 
“11, the Soul; infomuch, that thofe dreadful 
| Concep- 
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Conceptions which they form’d in their 
Childhood, will never wholly depart s 
but though, for atime, by a vigorous 
Exercife, and ufe of Reafon, they may 
{cem to be conquer’d , yet upon any 
fudden Accident of Danger or Difafter, 
their Fears fhall ftare out a-frefh, and 
they thall foon be difcern’d to be yee 
under the Dominion of their Youthful 
Terrors. Which timorous fort of Dif 
pofition, how Unfit it is for the Bufine& 
of the World, and how Fatal it has 
prov'd to many that have been fubjected 
to it, need not be infilted on; what 
we have already faid, may be fufficient 
to convict this abominable Practice of 
Ignorance, Cruelty and Madne’s. 
Another very great Evil and Preju- 
dice to Children, is, To fuffer them to 
play up and down promifcuoufly at all 


all ‘forts of Sports, and with all forts of ’ I: 4, 
Play-fellows, Is it not lamentable, for 


Parents. to let their Children throw 
away that part of their Time in idle, 
fruitlefs. and dangerous Exercifes, that 
is the only proper Seafon for them to 
learn the Rudiments of Vertue and 
Knowledge in? For One Hour well 
employ’d 


aan Pay 


(\s 
" 


| Educating Children. 43 


mploy’d, from. Three Years of Age 


» Seven, is of more avail towards 
he true learning of any one Art or 
\wiicience, than Ten, when they come 
ilo a maturer Age, (as they call. it.) 
um if they..are not well and thoroughly 
-aifrounded then, it. will be very difh- 
ifult to improve and accompliih them, 
lilwhen they come to riper Years. It 
(Oils then the Seeds’ of ‘True Knowledge 
vivifind Philofopby ought to be fown, if 
uiever they expect to reap any Fruit 
‘oi froma them hereafter. Befides, the foolifh 
and juvenile Paftimes fill the Imagina- 
wition with ftrange Images. and -Con- 
i |beptions of Things, thar like fo many 
rank and ufelefS Weeds interrupt and 
\\divert the growth of Real Knowledge, 
jand True Lirerature.; corrupting, the 
WGround fo much, that it will hardly 
wtibe able to nourifh and bring forth any 


(i iehing of Efteem and Value. 


Wowd it’ 


wi not raife a Man’s Spleen with Indigna- 

jieion, to hear an olddoating Sot of 
ja Father, ery outof his Son, This, Block- 
wi bead will never come to any thing There 
Wis not fuch a Dunce again upon the Face 
of the whole Earth: tt bas cofe me the 
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Lord 
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Lord knows what; and yet 1 can make”. 
him learn nothing : I can. make bins 
uhderftand nothing that is {aid ro bimy\ 
Alas! Old Fool, why did not you begins) \ 
fooner with him? Why did you fuffer hinn' 
to {quander away the beft part of bis 
Time in Idlene[s and Folly ? Ob, then he wass(\\) 
aw arch Young Rogue, a Witty, Forwards\)'\' 
Child, and yowd warrant hed be. wo: Fool,,\\' 
if be liv'd 3 but now he’s a mere Booby, ax) 
Dunce, anda Block-bead. Take him for: {2 
your Pains,Old Gray-bearded Dotard! You 'l! 
may thank your felf for all this, and yourr iii 
Child is bound.to Curfe you. | 
Moreover, there are:other ill Effedss ii ww 
that attend this Cuftom. Their Sportss)uw: 
are often-times, efpecially if from unin 
der the Eye of their. Parents andijir' 
Tutors, @c. fo rade and boifterousy, bk» 
that they over-doe their own Strength, haw: 
and in a:violent purfuit after their Play,, by \/ 
firain it to a pitch many Degrees asl (i 
bove their Ability, to the extreme Pre- bi ; 
judice, and often the irrecoverable Da--j 
mage of their Limbs and Body’;: which; 
perhaps, though not prefently difco-- }l\\\, 
verd, yet if they live, fucceeding Y earss fy; 
will give them many fharp and trou-by », 
blefonn| 
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uilleform Remembrances of it. 
) ne Effeats of Hardthips, and Youthful 
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Like 


‘holds, that will not be forgot in the 


iaWinter of Old Age. 


OM, 


» ution of manifeft Folly and Damage to 
.ftheir Health. For all, Labour, or Ex- 
uagiercife, ought to be meafured in Pro» 
wjportion to the. Strength of the Body 
wand Mind: fo that thofe appointed 


a} 


wtenience;. 


Thus it is evi- 
Jent, what a difaftrous and Calamitous 
Influence thefe irregular Methods have 


oth upon Mind and Body. 


) Now, thofe that would really pro- 
bow their Childrens Welfare, and their 
hwn Peace, muft confule the Degrees 
dind. Abilities of Nature, elfe they will 
Jbon run themfelves into great Incon- 
The Bodies and Spirits, of 
[children are young and tender, fo 


skalhat they cannot endure hard and la- 
‘weporious Exercifes, without the Imputa- 


jfor Children, ought to be gentle and 


wipafie, fuch as will not ftrain the Body, 
yinor dull. the Spirit, together with a 
iiffimple Temperate Diet, rather partaking 
{Pf Moifture than Drynefs ; becaufe their 
\s#Growth requires more liquid Matter, 


by. reafon .of their implanted Heat and 


| 


Fire, 


\ | 
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Fire, than maturer Age. Befides, rhofe}" 
ruftick’ and laborious Exercifes ic)” 
mightily offend and retard the Growth}. 
of Childrens ‘Limbs, far more than moftt}’ .. 
People do imagine. ; | 

Hence appears’ the Neceffity off}! 
Teaching Children, from Three Yearss!''”, 
old, and upwards, fome eafie and ufefull|)” 
Things, inftead of their idle and im--*" 
pertinent Games and Sports, fuch “ass?” 
“Mufick, Painting, Houfewifery, ce.) 
Alfo, to inftru@ them: to Read andi)!” 
Speak Properly and Diftinély, to im---" 
plant in them the Seéeds‘of Vertne:}* 
and Good Manners ; likewile to Walk)" 
Streight and Upright, to Run hand--{?" 
fomly, and to make True anid Proper’? * 
Steps. This wou’d be a great Orna--)*¢"\ 
ment, and of good Service to theim,,)* 
when they arrive to a more mature)) 
and adult Age : It would cut off a great 
deal of their fuperfluous Time, and em- 
ploy it much. better, and more advan- 
tageoufly than is generally pradciled. 
Moreover, it woud foon difcourage | 
and difcountenance the ill Cuftom of” | 
fending Children to be inftruéed- at’ }' 
publick Dancing-Schools 5 where they’ |! 

: many | 
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,dpany times receive more Prejudice‘in 
Mi Month, than they can repair’ or 
uemove, perhaps, all their Lives after: 
or it {hou’d be the Care of Mothers 
hind Narfes, to order the Gaite, and 

iy liredt the Steps of the Children; where- 
ji if they are well inftructed at firft, 
iwhhey will obferve the fame for ever. 
WFor by negle& of this it is, That {o 
jmany Men and Women make fuch-an 
MOdd and Clownith Figure in their 
| WWalking and Moving 3 fometimes their 
.,iteps are too thick, fometimes too fhort, 
.Jend fometimes too long; with fome 
dextraordinary -and irregular Motions 
tof their Backs and Hips, as if their 
wwiLegs were too weak to fupport the 
Wweight of their Body ; with many o- 
ther unfeemly Poftures; which might 

|} more eafily and lefs chargeably be pre- 
vented, were the Directions we pre- 
Weribe but follow’d and obferv’d. 
\For it isto be noted; That ill Pottures, 
w/fand other Habits, if they are taken up 
™ i bétimes, ‘become fo ftrong and power- 
‘“tfally grafted in the Difpofition, that it 
Vis almoft impoflible to root them out, 
‘or unteach them again. This is an 


| undeniable 


| 
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undeniable Truth; and it is a thon+/e 
{and times better, if poffible, that Chil--|je « 
‘dren fhould remain in an intire ane) 
and abfolute Indifference and Newee)piii 
trality, without learning or doing any) ir 
thing at all, than to be taught or fuf-j\ieh! 
fer’d to imiitate prepofterous Methods. |(:ix 
For if the Child be born with Streighte,, j visu 
Sound, and Proportionable -Limbs ,, |»i«: 
there is but one Irnue,. Proper, and) )jiy 
Handiom way of Going ; which they: |i’ 
“may be as eafily taught and brought: | ¢iy). 
tos as they are to Speak, provided. ai 
little Care and -Pains be taken witha} iy 
them in the due time: For in the Be--{y; 
ginning every thing jis alike to the:}y 
Child, and one thing as foon learned!) 
as another. 

Neither fhould Children, by any’) 
means, be permitted to Feer or Laugh 
at any Perion’s Veformity either in: |)», 
Mind or Body. It is a vain and lewd jy; 
Praéife, and generally tolerated; nay,, }y: 
you fhall fee a parcel of Old Fools:\}\,. 
ftand by, and pleafe themfelves ex-: his, 
tremely, to hear Children Revile and!) 
Reproach one another. Thele are} 
things that of all others, ought to be 
feverely 
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4 feverely corrected and punifl’d: If once 
“i they are encourag’d to Back-bite, Envy, 
} Detame, or Belye one another, there is 
| no hopesof them; they will be Devils in 
‘ii {pice of your’Teech?- For thefe are the 
| Seeds of all Abomination, and will upon 
i) Occation, as they grow up, break-out in- 
Ny) Daities: Theft, Murthcr, Blal; phemy, Treachery, 
ill) Diffirmulation, Lying, Perjury, and all man- 
ity} ner of accurfed Vi/lany, are the Off (pring 
witof fuch an ‘wvatural and unchriftian Con- 
Wi wivance and Tolleration. *Tis for want of 
i) Parents and Nurfes taking care timely to 
igh}, reformand deftray thefe wsi/chievous Seeds 
| of Vice that fo many} every Month, ride 
miibackwards up Holoourn-hill, to Tyburn. 
We may fay, That threugh Jevnorance 
eand Inconfideration, molt Peoplé do, ‘as it 
pWwere, itice and play their Children ‘ito 
c pall manner-of Vide, laying ‘ fuch‘early 
‘nd MP OUndations of Viokeduels  whichaneet- 
: itable Occafions,intinie,giow 
‘jyModtrone,thae they are never able todhake 
s#them off, or withfand then: all which 
paenight, ac fi tywith adictle Prudence atid 
ifCare, have been prevented. “For in lie 
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and kinds of Vertue, and. Degrees of}: 


Temperance, thé Fear of God, Arts: | ine 
Sciences and Language, feveral ufeful.| ii: 
_and eafie Works about Houfhold- Affairs, } {ni 


the Names, Vertues and Ufes of Herbs: | tu 
and Plants; to diftinguifh which are:) ;: 
proper for Food, and which for Medi-. | (n 
cine; the Managing of Gardens, and! 
Art of Husbandry, with a thoufand o--| 
‘sher Employments more hgnourable and! 
ore diverting than theiradle Sports andi 
‘Games, which they ufually practice, and)) 
awhereof they are capable to a very hight} |) 
degree; and then, ina dhort time, thefess »:,, 
little. Attainments,, with {mall Indulftry,, | 
will grow to very great improvements,,} | 
and accomplifh them.to bear the Cha-| 
racter of Excellent Perfons in the World. 
~ There are many other Enormities,andl 
great Evils, that Parents. (even thofé obi 
the Beft and Sobereft fort) are guilty off}),.. 
inthe Education of ther Children, For)... 
Firft, Vho’ they. will not allow them tq 
rn aboutithe Streets, and play pronufi), 
cuoufly with the crowd of other Childrens) 
(which indeed is exttemely commenday," 
ble,) yet at Home,in their own Honfeey 
ghey ufe all poflible Methods to deftrory ) 
and ruine them, by. continually ~~ Pie 
) theny 
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thera to ftuff their lictle Paunches With all 
forts of Dainties, and-tichly compounde: 
Meats and Drive, over- charging then 
bor! hin Quantity and ¢ oe lality ; whichun- 
dern nes 5 the very Bafi OL Health. there 
being very few of fo iturdy and ftr ong 
Conftitutions, that are not wounded by 
if in one, degree. or another. « What is 
his, but | aying a fure and laft ing Founda- 
tion for Glitony and Idlenefs 5 Second- 
ae They 8 ve them all forts of? Liberty, 
Sommanding their Servants to Humour 
ay Obey them in: all- their foolith and 
extravagant Whimfies ; by. which meatis 
they never or teldom arrive at’any true 
Difcernment of Thi ings, being indul; ged 
in every thing that their extravagant 
Imaginations c can conceive, or their un- 
difciplin’d d Appetites defire. They very 
rarely put them to. any Kind of ‘the ’a- 
bove-mention’d Exereifes or Employment 
neither “do they. cake tare-t6 fet thes n- 
felves before them as Precedents of Tis 


‘perance and Frugality taking delight to {ee 


7 


them sector and dominéer over thote that 
Wait upon and.attend them j-by which 
means ‘they become Hai (9 biy, Arvabitiou's 
and Szrly-to all:that are beneath them (as 
they conceive) in Birthor Eftate ; given 
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whereas they ought to have the contrary 
Vertue es of Affabili iY ' Courtefie, ie Genere- y 
fity, founded even in their very Natures" jji/ 


_and Confiitutions ; which infinitely more 
become and adorn a Noble Birth,and Fair 
‘Fortune, than ancill-natur’d ani ntra- 
_Ctable Pride. Befides,a x are ager? * 


cation does, as it were; full 
{troy all paper and True ides.” sede 
ftanding,cven in the very bud; and chief. | 

ly ad vances Folly 8 &¢ Jeno Vance, the gre eatelt 
Evils in the World ; for where Molly and 
Jenorance jOYNs, (@nd they can never be 


depara ited;) pray. what Expeéation can 


there be of any-Great or Honougable¥ro- | 


-duGion ? Phe fut mult of neceffi ity ‘oe 
Bee Aad, when all’ within the. Zruak of th 

Trees ‘the yety: Sap itfelf, is poylon’d < std 
-corfypt./For there are very {mall Hopes 


‘of that Perfon’ s doing any thing to pur | 
poles-awha-has,once indule” dy himfelf to. | 
tht. Habit of Idlenels [S 

Corilider awhile the, wondérful Adtive |. 

Powers of od, the, marvellous Operati- |). 
vi Biot Natur, the-@ail ily Motions of the}... ” 

clefTialgjtié glorious Gonipany of Stars, |. 

‘@ncir Rifing and Setting 5 che Variety of | 

heir Luftre, Coniies ‘and Coffigurati- I 
ONS» } 
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Moment inthe Greater or Leifer World: 
How much then is it the Duty of Parents 
and Tutors, ec. to fee that Children are 
nflantly.and conimendably employed ; 
ene(s being a mariteft Breach of the’ 
ommand-ot God, and an open Con- 
diGtion to the whole Courfe and'Ope- 
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Oopreffion and Violence , an Inlet to all Sim 
nd 


Wickedne{s ; and’ never goes alone, 
sattended with ablack train of hor- 
rid and abominable Vices 3 rendring Men 
ect to the dominion of the grofs,zmferio 
and /piteful Powers, and evél Demons, who 
inceflantly prompt them on to commit 
all-kinds of Outrages againft God, Man, 
and Beafts. 

From hence have all unlawful Sports 
and Games.their rife; fuch as Cards,Dice, 
Billiards, Lotteries, Whimfie-boards, Stage- 
Plays,Drolls, Hunting , Hawking, Prize- play- 
ing, Bull-baiting ,Bear-baiting ,Cock-fighting, 
wanton and lafcivious Dancing Racing cc. 
with a thoufand other Vanities that Pa- 
rents and Elder People, by theirown, 
Praétice, teach their Children, whereof 
fome are Rude, Ruftick, Unmanly, and 
Unfeemly ; others Cruel, Bloody, and 
Oppreffive , others Mean, Bafe, and Ef-: 
ie ss feminate : 
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feminate : but all Sinful and Deteftable, 
and oughtto be condemn’d to the darkeft 


and dec epeft Pit of Hell... And all this, 
forfoorh, mult be excus’d with the ridicu- 


lous Name of P; aftime : As if our Time, 


which is the greate/? Bleffing we have,were 
{fo intollerable a Burthen, that we mutt be 
beholden tothe Devil’s Invention to help 
it off our Hands: Surely we fhall, one 
day, find, That ail we had, was but little 
enough to do our Duty in. 

Now, when I {peak of Idlene/s, tis not 
to be underftood of an utter infeniible 
Stupidity of Soul and Body, a ftate of ab- 
folute Inactivity, or the mits nothing at 
all ; but the doing of Evil, or chat which 
Chi Idren ought 1 not to dos which is the 
worft fort of Idlenefs : for, in the other 
face, there is {carce any thing Idle in 

ole C ourle of Nature. If Children 

be not exercifed in fome ufeful Art and 
Thin igs tending to Vertue, they will be 
always doing the contrary. For in their 
F; irft and Second Age,which is from their 
Birth to Seven Years of Age, and from 
thence to Fourteen, their Spirits are ex- 
traordinarily brisk and airy + Their Ima- 
ginations & Defires cannot ftand ftill but 
will be endeavouring to penetrate into 
D 4. the 
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the Knowledge of Things. Upon which 
account, good and wholfom Exaniples: 
ought to be fet before them ; Their par- 
ticular ‘Tasks ought.to be afligned them, 
that they may betimes learn to drefs the 
Gardens of their Souls, and fortifie them 
againit the over-{fpreading Weeds of Vice 
and Ignorance, and keep their Bodies 
clean from Difeafes and Diftempers. For 
Idlene{s‘and Ignorance are the moft inhu- 
mane Tyrants in the World; and Man- 
kind’s greateft Enemies, which this pre- 
fent Age has brought into great Favour 
and Efteem: And becaufe they are re- 
folved to have their Children intirely un- 
der their Subje@tion, moft Parents accu- 
ftom ’em to’em even from their Birth; 
and as foon as they begin to Speak, fill 
their Heads with a Rhapfody of idle Prat- 
tle, Nonfence and Lies; and fo,as it were, 
erect a School in their own Houfes for the 
Nurture of Ienorgnce and Vice,and take no 
Pains to inform and inftrué them in the 
Rudiments of Vertue and true Knowledge. 

It is a grand Miftake, not to begin to 
teach Children any thing of Value till 
they are Eight or Ten Years of Age: As 

if they ought to commence then,when they . 
 Show’d almoft have done Learning. They 
are 
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are early and vi ? Plants that take fu- 
eft root, and thrive amain, (as 
peri orig of all Mankind ca 4 teft 
India the 
fine C: allico’s sand d Malling a th e Years 
old: Nor cou’d th ey ever bane them to 
Pech aaan, did -they beginJacer. Italy 
abounds with fine Painters ; and Holland 
and England, with curious Spinners of 
Thread and Wool : In wee ray all 
that have any Reputation, are very-ear- 
lily. initri atted. Pray tell me,.What Ex- 


celience can Age attain. to, in W Titin gs 
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him to the Skies ; P'// warrant (fay they) 
my little Mafter will.be a General before he 
dies. Then, when he’s able to Ride, a 
Horfe muft be bought, with Hol/fers and 
Piffols, and all other proper Furniture 5 fo 
his little Lord/hip muft be forthwith 
mounted, Now his Ears are open to no- 
ghing but War and: Battles s he dreams of 
nothing but Fighting, Killing and Conquer- 
ing y alt the Difcourfe about him,is of no- 
thing but Armies and Sieges, of Battalions 
and Squadrons, of Trenches, Baftions, Half- 
Moons, Parapers, and Connter{carps, with: 
fuch impertinent Fargov, that the lurle 
Warrier fancies himfelf already in the 
Bartle, jaft now a going to enter the 
Breach, and the Town’s our own. by 
fach Methods as thefe, they 4ximate and 
excise the Spirit of the Child, and fir up’ 
the Seeds of FiercenefS and Wrath in his 
Soul ; which they ought, with the greatett 
Care imaginable, to fupprefs and mollife. 
Thusall Children are taught, from: their 
Infancy, the Trade of Killing ; and by 
_ practifing on Inferiour Creaturés, arrive, 
> by degrees,to the Perfe@ion of Murther, 
in killing of Men. © This makes fo many 
rafh Young Men leave an honeft and 
profitable Trade, where shey have all 
| Things 
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Things convenient and neceffary,to run 
heedlefsly inthe Wars of Princes; blind- 
ly, though voluntarily, fubmitting them- 
lelves to almoft intollerable Fatigues and 
Hardihips, opening their Breafts to Guns 
and Swords ; and yet, after all, if they 
offer to quit their Colours, they are fure 
to be Hang’d, having bound themfelves 
Apprentice to the worft fort of Slavery 
in the World. And this alfo: makes the 
sentlemeun leave their Wives and Chil- 
dren, and all. the Delights and Enjoy- 
ments of their Eftates, to travel into fo- 
reign Countries, and there fight like mad, 
and venture their Lives againft thofe 
they never had any Quarrel with. Now, 
I fay, if Men are not well fraighted with 
good ftoré-of thisunincky-Gommedity 
call'd Wrath, it woud be impoffible for 
them to Adtas they do,contrary.to all Ht- 
manity,and TrmeVertue: but the Power 
of Education is very great,and captivates 
al} Mankind in one degree or other. 
Therefore,of whatever Spirit Fathers, 
Mothers, Tutors, &c. woud have their 
shildren to be; let them take care to fow 
the Seeds thereof betimes in the Child’s 
Soul. » Wou’d you have your. Child to 
Love and Fear God? You may eafily do» 
12. 
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it, to what Dégree you-pleafe, provided 
he does not hear nor fee contrary Ex- 
amples. Woud:you have him Tempe- 
rate in’ Meats and Drinks ‘Them accu-. 
ftom him'to proper Quantities and agree- 
able Qualities invhis Diet.  Wou’d you: 
have him Hardy, Strong: and Healthy > 
Then wf mean Foods, and give them in: 
Order, and with conftant Exercife: pro-. 
portionable to the Strength of the Child: 
Or, Wow'd you have him a Curious and 
Excellent Artift ? Then keep him con- 
fant to the Pra@ice of that Art, and: 
where he may always fee Examples of 
the fame. ‘The like is to be underliood: 
of all other Things. 


Some Rules concerning: Proper. 
Foonps for Children. 


T is agreed on by all prudent Mens; 
“\Ehat (mpl: Meats and Drinks are molt 
friendiy_and acceptable to Nature, and 
Healthier than thofe that.are rich, and 
compounded of various Ingredients, but 
more-efpecially for the tender Nature of 
Children. Did Motherssand Nurfes 


’ 
Tite? 
truly 


¥ 
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truly underftand and confider what/was 
moft agreeable to the Simplicity of Na- 
ure, this Age wou’d be happy ; and the; 
Pains and Trouble of Briiging-up Chil- 
dren would hardly be felt, “their Foods: 
were made of Corny ag Gruel made of. 
Oatmeal; Water-Pap,. which is made 
only of W heat-flower and, W ater, with 
alittle Salt and Bread init ; theig.Chil- 
dren wou'd-be,for the nio& part, Plump, 
Brisk, ‘Strong and: Ligely,,. When the: 
Child is Coftive, ther Water-gi uel, with 
more or lefs Flower?d-Pap,eating a little 
Bread and Salt with it, is.very good and 
proper... This fort of Food is not only. 
Healthier than. Pap made, of Milk,. but 
much more Strong, and every way more 
fubftantial.,. It generates..better Blood, 
and caufes, a more free and undifturb’d 
Circulation; » For | affirm, If'Children 
jkou’d never have \any other Faod for 
the-firft,Seven Years of their Age, than 
Water-gruel ,- and. Pap’ made. with 
Flawer, Bread,-and:Salt; their Contti- 
tutions -wou’d'-be.much. healthier and 
firmer, frée, from innumerable Difeafes 
Wherewith-thoufands are now tormen- 
ted; withal, adding good Spring-water 


for their Drink. 
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The World is not fo: grofsly miftaken’ 
in any thing, as inthe due Preparation 
of Meats and Drinks; efpecially as they 
relateto Childrens Nothing isa greater 
Evil than Ignorance. All Meats and 
Drinks that are viceh and delicate, are not 
in the leaft agreeable to the Nature of 
Children ; fuch as Milk-Foods mixed 
with Sugar 8 Spices; allo Burter & Cheefe, 
if not eaten fparingly : all Fifb, Flefh, and 
Foods wherein Eggs are mixed, asCutards, 
Cheefe-cakes, 8c. are pernicious, éfpecial- 
ly tofome Children’ likewile Pies made 
with unripe’ Fruit, mixed with Sugar; 
which mult indeed be eaten fparingly. 
But what unaccountable and prepo- 
fterous Methods do we follow? Our 
Governours Fondnefs and Ignorance de- 
{troys'us. Mankind would be as Healthy 
as any other Creature; and Healthier 
too, provided his Food was as natural 
and‘fimple as that of other Creatures. 
I fay, and.I affirm nothing. but Matter 
of Faét, A-Man may do as good a Day’s 
Work, nay, better too, that’ eats:but a 
Penny-halfpenny’s worth of Oatmeal 
made into thick Gruel,than he that ftuffs 
his Carkafg wich the greateft Varieties he 
can think on. AGentleman of my Acquain- 
tance 


i sR 


e 
tance told me, That he liv’d for a Half 
pentiy a Day, on that fort of Food, for 3 
Months together. But be the Quantity: 
what it will, I am fure'a Man may live 
very well on it; amd be more Strong, 
Brisk, and Lively, than with Beef and: 
Mutton. Befides, if Childrens Diet were 
fimmple and natural,they wowd be of larger 


‘Growth, finer and ftraiter Limb’d, and 


every way more compleat ; efpecially if 
their Exercifes were gentle, and fuited 


| to their Strength. This is evident, from 


the difference in Health and Strength 
between the Children of Poor People, 
and thofe of Greater Perfons. 
Are there any People that have gene- 
rally wore or bealthier Children than the 
Scotch Women? Yet moft of them live 


| chiefly on Gruels made of Oatmeal ; and 


or. 


their Cawdles, when they Lye-in, are no 
better thet Spoon-meats made of Oat- 
meal & Water, fometimes boiling there- 
with a little Small-beer or Ale. Befides, 
in thofe Northern Parts of the World, no 
People dandle, or carry their Children 
lefS about in their Arms’: They arecom- 
pell'd to it by their Poverty and. Want, 
being forced cuftomarily to labour abroad 
in the Fields for their Livelyhood, as 
well 
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well as at Home’; 3 fo that’ they have lei- 
fure to give but lictle: more Attendance 

on their Children, than jult ese and 
feed them at the ufual ‘Times. For the 
conftant carrying and /wggime of Cuil- 
dren about, is very prejudicial to-their 
Health, by often-times over-heating the 
Blood.; efpecially if Elder and Stronger 
Perfons take upon-them, that Office ; for 
by an unaccountable. Sympathy, they 
powerfully attraé thofe fine Spirits from: 
the Child, which would abundantly nou- 
rifh and ft engthen it.- For Children-be- 
ing Tender.in their Conftitation, and — 
their Spirits Volatile, every little Difor- 
der inflames and precipitates them mite 
Peavourifh Inditpofitions ; : from whenc 
proceeds.a long train ot other eal i : 
Difeafes : cyertgo| have often labour’d: 
to acquai nt Mankind with; to very little 
purpofe ; 5 fo much is spveter ate Ur POU 
£00 powerlu! for mec. 

Children are hi likewile very much pre- 
wyudiced by lying in Bed with Old Per-.. 
fons + and being kept too Hot, whernDy. 

th cy, become Unes afic and Froware d, Fo 
if things were rightly and orde rly ma- 
He sed, there wou °d not be fo much Bu- 
nels and Perptexity to tend upon Four 
or 


ee 
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or Five Children, as. there is now upon 
One. They are prepofterous in all their 
Methods; they over-Feed them, over. 
Cloath them, over-Tend them,and over- 
Bind them : And in cther refpedts they 
are as much remif$ as they exceed inthis. 
If the generality of Women wou'd but 
exercife che leaft grain of Sence or Wil- 
dom, or if their Infallible Do&tors woud 
be fo kind as to tell them the Truth, they 
might quickly give tiemfelves more Eafe, 
and their Children more Health. Where 
there is no Order, there can be no good 
Effe&, but every thing tends’ to Divi- 
fion and Irregularity.. If they will ob- 
ferve no proper Methods, but do every 
thing without Order or Difcretion, they 
muft take what follows: For the Child 
will do every thing it is accuftonyd to; 
and that Cuftom that comes neareft the 
fomplicity of Nature,. will foonelt and ea. 
ieft be embraced. Ifthe Child be ufed 
to Suck and Feed at fuch and fuch cer- 
tain times of the Day and Night, it will 
foon be contented with it, and expect 
no other ‘i'reatment. 

There is another thing commonly 
practifed by Mothers and Nurfes, every 
way as ridiculous and hurtful as any.ot 
the 
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| the reft; and that-is, Whenever: the 
Child is out of humour, or any thing is 
amifS, prefently to clap the Breaft or a 
Spoon into the Mouth of it ; fo inhu- 
manely forcing itto Suck or Eat :. Which, 
inftead of Quieting the Child, does the 
more Diforder it ; and though, perhaps, 
not fer the prefent, yet afterwards they 
as fhall find the Effeéts. For, the too often 
Eating, when Nature does: not require, 
muft of neceflity difturb, hear and 
burthen the whole Body.” A lamen- 
table piece of egregious Folly this, ‘and 
néver enough to: be expofed ! . Wou’d 
it not look odly, if when a Man or 
Woman is out of humour, or any thing 
elfe is the matter, they-fhou’d immedi- 
ately fall to Eating and Drinking, when 
perhaps they have been at Dinner not 
above an Hour before ? 

There is another thing, of great mo- 
ment, to be obferved ; viz. That to be- 
gin to teach Children betimes any Art, 
Science, or other Employmerit, and 
keeping them moderately to it for the 
mo{t part of the Day, generates. Better 
and: more- Manly Thoughts in them ; 
improves the Natural Genius, conitantly 
fupplying it with good Notions, {fo that 
they 
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| they become miore Serious and‘Thought” 
ul: For; Neceffiity is the Mother of Inven- 
ion; which is ever encreafed by Exer-. 


)no further obliged, than their own Fancy 


jinclines them. Por, Con/fraimr to ary: 


Ithing, dolls their Parts, fatigues and in- 
“4 } capacitates them for the learning of thofe 
|things they ftand moft in need to‘know. 
| This fort of Inftru@ion woud abuh- 
dantly advance and beget Frugality and’ 
) Order, even'to'a Miracle. Forvhaving 
obtain’d their Knowledge by their Pains 
and Induftry, it wou’d be as valuable to 
| chem asan Eftate or Money procured by 
a Maris own Toil and Labour. So in- 
® ) purherable are the Advantages that wowd 
| hereby accrue, that it is impoffible to do 
|) any more than Aint at the many Bene- 
| fits and Vertues that refult from an Early, 
|} Prudent, and Well-methodized Educa- 
i | tion. There wou’d be little Reafon then 
; 


acme 


om 


— 


to refleé&, That Boys and Girls play a- 
way that Time with Drums and. Babies, 
which they might employ to’ more pro- 
fitable Ufes, and turn toa far better Ac- 
count. And the Reafon hereof is evi- 
dent, 
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) dent; Becaufe (as we have already de- 
monitrated) they. do ail Things by Ew- 
ample and Imitation. Having before no 
Prepofleffion, or Prejudice, they muft of 
necellicy own that for their Sovereign,and 
be fubjected to its. Conduct. 


ae iene 


Se acaed 


Methods and Inftitutions of a SCHOOL, 
for the advantagious Eduestion of 
Young Perfoms, Propos a. 


“IRS T.. There :inwit be a> Skilfat 


Mafter, or Governour. 


1. Onethat has been well acquainted: 


with the World, and knows the Myftery 


and Intrigue of it. He muft, in general, 
be a good Natural Philofopher ; and have 


fome Knowledge of the Mathematicks, | 


i 
and Aftronomy ; together witha com- 
petent meafure of Ethicks, which is the 
Life of all: In fhort,He muft be aPerfon 
able to bear the Character he undertakes, 
and inftrué& the Inferiour Tutors and Af 
fiftants in all the particular Methods that 
contribute to the Promotion of Learn- 
ing, Vertue; and True Knowledge. It 
4s.not much infilted on, whether he ea 
11S 


ee 


split icin eapilisolenitentiaaateninnncessivrchin tre 
= : r r 


so ees Sch a, 


2.) bis pide at the, Univer Ni and: his 
piel Learning (as & $olk it of Sct holarfhip) ‘is 
nglefs to be regarded than'his Dz/cretion. For 
| as the greateft Scholars are not always.the 
ibeft Preae cher s fo neither are the Atade- 
| wicks ever.th ebat futors. 
i. 2% The -e muft bea S#zb-Tutor ufider 
| the. Governour, vies atcan {peak Latim and 
| French veadily and. proper ly. But if-onie 


that is a general Mafter of both Lan- 
suages ‘cannot -be' found, there: muft-be 
two chofén; one: for each. 

3. Twicda : Week a Mufick- Majter muft 
come and teath tl 10he that; are willing to 


) dearn that Science There mutt be one 


oe ctmenicternn 
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in the School that onderftand: it allo, to 
hear. and ‘keep them to their Bufinefs, 
and Tune their Ixftruments., Likewile a 
Painter mutt come twice a Week, ‘to jn- 
ftruct and give Patternsto fuch Children 
whofe -Inclinations, lead ’em. to practice 
that Art. 

4. Now, when tuch Méoffes.are pro- 
yided asare every way acco mplifh? d for 
this purpote you mult, p roceed in. a re4 
gula ¢ Order and Method : Which will 
not only make all Learning eafie to the 
Children, but allo. to. the  Adaffers and 
A ytors. 


5. dake 
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s: Lake Ten or TwentyChildren,frops|. 


Three Yearsold, to Five or Six at mofft!, °. 


who are not tobe fuffer’d to {peak on« 
Word of Englifh, buc all keep filence ancc) , 
-obferve : And.as much as may be, the!’ 
Mafter and Tutors muftomake it thei 
‘BufinefS continually to'fpeak Latin a 
French to them, commanding shen 4 
‘do this, and fetch that : “And when the 
Children donot underftand them, heyyy 
are to teach them by Example, doing ance! 
fetching the thing themfelves. “By chi) 
means they wi ill underftand the Namecs 
of moft things about the Houfe; in Six 
Weeks, or “Iwo Months ; and in thee” 


interim, they mult be taught to Read.’ 


the Languages they learn :. So that ina). 
Year's time they fhall all fpeak both Lata,“ 
and French, as well as any Children fhalll) 
do Englifh at that aoa And when thefes} ~ 


firft Children {peak the ‘Tongues, then}! ' 
all chat are admitted into the School wilil|;"" 


) 
naturally“learn it-of Courle, by Con—};" 
verfationiand Readi ne» as eafily.as anyy} 
learas Englifh from their Mothers, @e 
Nay; they fhall Speak it better, and more 
properly Pronounce it, than moft C hil- 
dreri do their Mother-Fongue. | 
6 The Maids, and Nurjes, and ‘tice ie 
Servants) 
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Jf Servants, fhall not? fpeak any other 


| Tor igue but what is learn’d and taught 
lin the School’; and before they arrive 
to it, they ‘shall be filent, and* do all 
things By Signs. 

4. The Day hhall be ee into fo 
many Parts asthe Children learn Arts 
or Things. ‘The Aafter and Tutors thall 
neither Whip, Beat, nor fhew Anger or 
Paffion toward any Child, be he never 
fodull ; But inftead of fach Correction, 


fhall take the dull Child afide, and Com- 


mend and Praife him for his Endea- 
yours ; inform him how many Men of 
mean Birth have advanced themfelves 
to a Noble Pitch of Eminence and 
G ory; by their Learning, Vertue and 
Sobriety ; and by thefe Means they 
fhall ory and prompt him’ on to an 
honourable Ambition and Efnulation. 
This, -no aes will have a good Effect: 
For both Wife ‘Men and Fools do a-like 


' Jove to be Praifed. . But other Methods 


fhall be ufed for the executing of Juftice, 
if at any time the Children become vi- 
cious and criminals fuch as fhall not ir- 
ritate the Spirit, of provoke Paffion ; 
which is a great Enemy tothe Souls and 

and Faculties.of moft Children, and too 
{00 


72, A eke Werhod of 


too, frequently practifed in.moft Schools; 

_ which will be wholly prevented by TT 
good and regular Methods we prefcribe..\: 
For: Order, when -Childrenare accu-.fi'\! 
itonrd to it, has as great Power and igh 
fluence:as Li ae. 

8, [he School thall be at fome Diftance: 
from. other Hootie or any Town, bat 
there ay be ‘no Communication betweem|" 
the C hildren of the School and-orhér} 
witd Children ;. that they hall not know) 
what Swearing, or any duch froghy Dif} 
courte is, or ht there is any fuch ching: 
in. the World. .. And fo of all other evill| 

Communication... So that it will be eafie to} 
govern them, when Order and Cuftc m have:} 
their free Inf HuUences ; ; and where there is: 

_ncthing elfe feen or known but the -Prae-))0\ 
ue of Vertue, and Study of Learning. 

. In the Winter, the Children fhalll} 

£0 a Bed at. Seven a Clock, at, Night, 
and Rife at Seven in the Morning ; “andl 
in the Summer, at Eighe at Night, andi} 
Rite at Six in the Morning. For, above:}'« 

‘all things, Children fhou’d, have Rest 
enough, and Sleep. enough ;, which docss} 
mig htily ftrengthen and retre(h'Natur re, 
and renders them brisk and, alery at their: 

Learning. 
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to. As foon as they aré up in the 


eine th rey fhall fend one Hour in 
eading, and then eat their Breakfaf? : 
aR fie er which, fach as love Mafick, fhall 
play and pr ‘actice one Hour, and thole 
that are for Painting, the like: The o- 
afhers fhall walk in Gardens for the f fame 
iypime with their Tutor b and difcourfe of 
the Nature and Vertses of Herbs, P.ants, 
“wand Flowers, and of the Artof Husbai- 
gry and Gardening, all inthe Language 
iiphey then learn; then they fhail all re- 
sturn into the School, and learn their 
“Books for one Hour. After which, they 
.athall be inftructed in the Bufinefs of the 
WHoufe, and the Art of Ozconcmicks 3 
plfo the Manner and P;eparation of the 
Wood they have each day for Dinner, 
lant have the Reafons of every thing 
Idifcovered to them. Then they fhall 
lall go to Dinner; after which, tn the 
“_Auinmer time, they thall reit an Hour 
and a half, fitting filent in a Chair, 
Jv.icre they may fleep, if they are in- 
| Bra d to it, which will greatly enliven, 
ard fi them for the Afternoons Bufinels. 
trer which, they fhall read half an 
is yur, o: an Hour, and then fuchas are 
| LE for 
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for Painting or Mufick, mult ipend ones 
Hour in the Exercife of thofe Arts, andl)!" 
in the mean while the others fhall beem--ji" ’ 
ployed in Writing, Arithmetich, and Ac--\\\l"" 
compting. When this is done, they fhalll}i® 
be employ’d again in Gardening, Plant-/4""' 
ing, Sowing, Weeding, Digging, oc:))" 
Every one having alittle Garden of theitr) 
own, which they fhall bé taright to Drefa 0" 
and Gultivate3 and fuch as are not ca- iii 
pable ofthat Exercife, {hall walk among) it" 
the others, and learn from them to do itt)! 
themfelves, always having their Tutors! | 
along with them: After which, theyyjion 
fhall walk; run, and play about for halbj ses 
an Hour, their Tutors caretully obferve? fo; 
ing that they do every thing with Decor) ‘oy: 
rum, and handfomly ; for all thofe Exerr) jy 
cifes that are perform’d by the Motion i, 
and Adivity of the Body and Limbs, arcs 
ro be ufed in the Afternoon, or near thid hy; 
time of going torelt, and not after Full hile; 
i nefs, ot Dinner, as the Cuftom ts. | 
rr. Thus they fhall all learn Lazin anc i: 
French by Cuftom and Converfation) Ij, 
for there {hall be nothing elfe {poke a 
theSchool.  Likewife they fhall learn tt}, 
réxd the fame Tongue, which ws BDF i, 
omy 
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alo done a quicker and eafier way, thanthe 
su} common Method, and by many degrees 
vq more to the purpofe: For after any 
i) Child has learn’d the Letters, this. will 
whl not take up above three. or four Months 
ij at the moft, toreach the dulleft Capaci- 
ity to read tolerably well, and in any 
Book, and fome Mercurial Children 
will learn it in halfthecime. This Me- 
thod of ours will be natural, and furnifh 
the Child with more Variety of Words 
than the common way; by this way 
they {hall lay a Foundation for the 
Knowledge of all things that are conve- 
niente and needful for Mankind to know. 
i) French and Latin thall be as their Mother 
j4- Tongue, and in two Years they fhall 
i {peak and read, and underftand ic per- 
\wit featly, and withal, in the fame time learn 
4 many ufeful Arts and Sciences: The day 
4 being divided into feveral parts, they 
pl fhalleafily pafs out of one thing into a- 
) nother, without any Wearinefs or Lafli- 
lg, tude, by which means it will be like 
) Play tothem; for ic is call’d Play, be- 
g) caufe Children do with pleafure pafs 
dj), trom one thirg to another of their ewn 
i 
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Inclination. But if they were confin’d 
is2 to 
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to it, they would find 1¢ very hard, jatai 
Work, and’be more unwilling to con-> jim 
tinue at it, than others chat are put to) jit’ 
che ftudy of any ufefal Arc. 

12. Now the learning and pradtifing: jyif 
feveral Arts, will mightily acquaint chem |} 
with the knowledge of Words; for eve- | iwia 
ry Art or Science has particular Terms: |)icor 
and ProprietiesoExpreflion, adapted to) jinx 
it, which they will be obliged to under?:) 
ftand in the reading Books, French and. jin: 
Latin, that treat on thofe Subjects, £0) |\ini 
that they will have but lictle need of ai 
Di@ionary, when-they are putto write,, jn! 
or difcourfe of the nature of Things,,}} 
which many great Schollars are fore’d ton} 
have recourfe to. 

13. Thus, when they have learnt top!) 
freak thefe Languages perfectly, themi)\)'), 
they fhall be taughe che true Grammir 
of them, which will be eafily. done...) (i), 
For to Speak is one thing, and che Artt)\\) 
or Reston of Speaking is another. » Ther}. 
€-{t muft be done by Imitation and Pra--})),, 
étice, the other is the work of Time, and] |i, 
muft be inyproved by Degrees. Theyy)) 
that learn the Art of Speaking before:}), 
they can Speak, invert the true Method, J... 

| anu) 


| 
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Wijand asthey fay, put the Care before the 


VHorfe; and I te affirm, thacif there be 


ja true Method taken, the dulleft Boy a- 
ilive may be taug theto f peak good Li ALB 


ligand Finch, as well. as he has the ui of 
il} his Mother Tongue. No Man can 


we 


| {peak any Language well, and difcourle 
| han idfomly of all things, but he ‘that 
learns young, and by Couverfation, ail 


ithe Rules in i the World can never make 


{him a Mafter afterwards. AJL other 


anion A as at 


a 


Methods of Learning are like the My- 
ftery of the Lawyers, who have ufed all 
poflible Skill and Endeavours to make 
Honelty and Juftice intricate, se mee 
to be underliood, which the neft 


| Man uponEarth knows perfeatly, cies 


| being beholden to their Rooks; or being 


ib skill’din their Are. True Pronunciation 


4 
¥ 


git] 
; 
lis 
a 

} 

' 

'. 
uy 
; 

Py 
PINE 
.t 
os) 
¥y 


and Speaking is learnt by Hearing. Thofe 
hildren that are accuftom’d to hear 
Noble and Elegant way of Speaking, w rt 
imitate thefame. This is the way to 
make Eloquent Orators, and good Ar- 
tifts. Pray tell me, if the beft of Do- 
&ors of chem all would not be at a Lois, 
ifthey were call’d to affift a Perfon in 
the Buying and Selling moft forts of the 
3 Com- 
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Commodities of Merchants: and Shop- 


keepers, to difcourfe of al] che parts of 
; ‘Houlewifry, Agriculture, Navigation, | n., 


{ A f 


} 


Ships, their Tackle and Furniture, and | 


a thoufand other ufeful things? mo!ft of |; 


them I believe would be fore’d to their 
Diéfionaries, and Tam fure in many re- 
feeds find but little affiftance there nei- 
ther. No Man can poffibly be a Matter 


of any Language, but fuch as learn it)’ 


very young, and by Converfation ; nei- 


ther ishe then a Mafter any farther than: } 
the cuftom of the Country allows him3)) " 
for ’tis that which makes all Words pro-.|.), 


per and improper. 
14; It is believ’'d by fome, that if a 


Child fhou’d never hear Speaking, he:) ” 


wou'd never Speak; tho’ there is indeed | 
areal Ground in Nature for Language.. 
It is a noble thing, and diftinguifhes: 
Mankind fromthe Beafts, and wou’d do) )™'' 
mnch more, if Man had not loft the true: 
Knowledge and Underftanding thereof 
by his Fall and Degeneracy, viz. The: 
Language of Nature, which was the O-. 
riginal Tongue that in the firft’ Ages off! 
the World the Antients had fome glim- 
mering Knowledg of, asappears by their: 


giv- 


Hoes niin 


ae ot 


Angmar 
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‘iyegiving fuch Names to cheir Children and 
ne gh other things,that hy the Word and Sound 

Athe Nature and Quaity of the Periong, 
* jor Thing named, might be underftood, 
“i whereof there is now little or no Know- 

} ledge remaining. . 

| 15. But the Eowisof the Air and Beafts 

} of the Field do {il retain their Original 
Language, which the great Creator of 
all things at firtt endued them with, for 
} they have not degenerated nor broken 
the Law of God and Nature, but have 
continued under the Government there- 
of; and tho’ they cannot exprefs their 
Minds and Inclinations in Articulate 
Words: and tho’ for the moff part they 
have but one Tone.or Sound, yet they 
have by the various alteration of that 
Tone a quicker, and more natural way 
of Communicating their Sentiments to 
each other, fuitable to their Occafions, 
and the refpettive State of their Minds 
and Defires. than Mankind can, by Ar- 
culate Words. I am almoft bold to 
fay, thatif Mankind had not Education, 
he woud be much more ignorant than 
the meanelt of Bealts. Now the chief 
difference between theEducation of Men 
ho 4 and 


o 


oo 
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and Beatts is thiss. the latter have cheirr}\"" 
Education from Nature, and att ac--|! 
cording to their firft and neceflary Law.. 
and the former from depraved Coftomn! | 
and Tradition, great part of which . 
Vicious and Devilifh: He is hurried on 
with che Spirit of Error into all Ads oft pg hole 
Violence and Injuftice, being the Devil’ss}!" 
Slave, yet boafting of his Knowledge: 
and Underftanding, which Knowle dge ay 
and Underftancing is not manifelled in |)! 
any thing, fo much as‘in the works of’) i 
Dar knefs. 
Thus I have given youa fhort Draught 
or Delineation of what I judge very ne- 
ceflary to be Copy’d out into Pradtice. 
Many othzr ufeful Directions might be 
laid dawn, which fhali be made ule of 
if ever cheie Propofals fhali havé the good 
Fortune to be approved of, and encon- } tiiy 
raged. Jam confident, fuch Methods #ait 
as thefe would abundantly conrribute to pit, 
the a aes of true eR. jt 
and tl he Reformation of Men’s Manners. |: 
There is one evil P. adtice that l find ie 
Parents and Nurfes generally guilty of, | iy) 
and canhot conclude without fome Re- ri 
flection upon the horrid and wicked |: 
Ceonte- 
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etl Confequences that atrend.it. From the 
“ail Very Cradle they ufe all means poffible 
} to leara their Children Pride and Vani- 
1 ty : If they have eny thing new or fine, 
} they never let chem alone till they have 
4) made the young Things fenfible of the 
§ Worthand Value of it, thereby laying 
i} wunremovable Foundations for Self-Con- 
4) ceit and Flattery, which grows 
ali them by degrees, till they are seduced 
i into Prefumption, and a Contempt of 
others, and fo begets and nourifhes In- 
dignation, Self-Love, Anger,Hatred, &e. 
which produces Irreligion, Unbelief, Su- 
perftition, Impenirence, Arrogance,and 
along train of D:abolical Mifchiefs. 
Pride deftroys the faculties of the In- 
tellect, and will never fuffer ic to make 
aright Judgment. 
dulity and Falfhood, the Gate of Error, 
and the firlt {tep to O ppreffion and Vio- 
lence, Inhumanity dnd Madnefs. Ie 
blinds all the Inward Senfes of the Soul, 
fu'yeAing them co all ab ape Influ- 
ences, deftrcying the Image ot G 
pe y‘oning the Imagination, 21d al 


‘ 
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Isthe Inlet to Cre-- 
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Ideas, and deftroys the Harmeny of the: 
. Univerfe. Icis a ftirring Power and Qua- 


lity,, and may be juftly ftyled the Son 


of the Devil.. Every Man hugs and ca;. 


reffes it in himfelf, buc abhors and abo- 
minates itin another. Ic isa mortal E- 
nemy to Mankind, and the Spring head 


of all War, Devatftation, Depopulation, , | 


Self Marder, Lying, DittraGion, and 
whatflagver is odious and wicked in the 
World. : 

- What Ignorance, Blindnefs and Mad- 
nefs then does poffelsMankind,that they 
fhowd: be at fuch continual Charge and 
Pains-to. improve and nourith this Hel- 
lifh Quality, that fers the World and all 


Nature inaFlame 2: Let all People then, 
in time confiderthe fad. Effects of this 


Vice: and-not intail on their Pofteric 
; ¥ 


Such a.Diftemper, which utterly ruins: 


both the Soul and Body. Let them con- 
fider whata Chriftian ought to be, and 


the Condition on. which our Eternal Sale: 


vation and Happinels depends, and exa- 


mine whether the Education, of: their 


Children be correfpondent and agreea- 
bie. co Chrift’s Rule. Liay, when. this 


. aad P i E 
ig confder:d, and: compard, -a Man 
mult 


: 
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mutt neceffarily conclude, that Men do 
not believe what they talk of, and p:e- 
tend to ; for if they did, they could not 
be conteated with fuch Vicious Me- 
thods, in bringing up their Children. 

Poor Peoples Children, for want of 
Neceffaries, are brought up in Swinifh- 
nefs and Beaftiality and theRich educate 
their Children in all the Degrees of 
Court Haughtinels, Intemperance and 
Idlenefs3 fo that a Man of tooo /. pera. 
that has four or five Children, onght to 
have an Effate better than the whole for 
each of them, every Child begin- 
ning his Trade of Life, where the Fa- 
therand Mother left off ; infomuch that 
ifan Account were taken of all the Gen- 
men’s Families in England, you wou'd 
hardly find onein twenty of their Chil- 
dren that live apy thing handfomly in 
the World. 

OF all the Youths that Yearly come 
up to London, tobe Apprentices to Ader 
cers, Drapers, Silk men, Cre. there-is not 
one intwenty that ferveshistime out, of 
lives gn his Trade, which can be atiribu 
ted to nothing elfe but the effects of thole 
Poyfonous Weeds of Pride ‘and. Arra- 
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gance, their Parents fow’d in chem in: 
their Childhood. ‘The fame ts tobeun-:- 


derftcod of common Servants; are th ey | 


not Pold, Surly, Nafty, and lgnorat 

So that you mull teach them every et 2 
before. you can. have any Service from 
them * and when they oe do your Bufi- 


nets, upon any aght Occation they grow: 


awcy and Impudentr, ei will leave 


yo u, without any Acknowledgment of’ 


your Kindnets to them, which only pro- 
ceeds f:0m the wane of Publick ies, 
and due and timely Methods of Educa 
ton. 

Let noPerfon therefore that ne undér 
this Charader , think to excufle himfelf, 
by murmuring at, and upbraiding his 
Crearor,. as-if he had dealt unkind! 
with hin; bue ifthe Blame mult. be 
laid fomewhereelle befides, than upon 
himfelf, lec him charge his Mifcarriage 
vpon his Father and Mother, who by 
the it lenorance and Madnets, have fti- 

fled and becloud ed V vertog, ab d advanced 
ard encoureged Wickecnels ard Folly 

a 
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TheTrue and moft Nataral Me- 
thod of teaching Children to 
read Latin, French, Dutch, 
[talian, or any other Langu- 
age, as well as their Mother- 
Tongue, with great Eafe and 
Pleafure, fo that they fball 
pronounce all their Words ful- 
ly and properly, which isthe 
greateft difficulty inthe Learn- 
ing of Languages. 


HE underflanding Tongues and 

Languages is a fort of Learning, 
highly ufeful and convenient, and un- 
foeakably ferviceable, as well in the ma- 
nagementof any Trade, Eufinefs or Em- 
ployment the Divine Providence fhall 
place us in in the World, as inthe Spirt- 
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The common Method is not only te- 
dious and difficult, whereby many are 
difcouraged, and grow weary. before 
they are able to read tolerably, but alfo 
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very chargeable, fo that poor Peopleare | ,\ 


not able to defray the Charge of School. 
ing for their Children. 

Upon confideration of thefe things I 
gave my Mind to think of fome more: 
expeditious Courfe, and more natural’ 
Method, viz. A more eafie, quick, and 
familiar way of learning Letters, {0 that 
it be very delightful, both to Schollar 
and ‘Teacher, 

Firlt, Teach your Child the Letters, 
and to fpell a little in the Primmer, 
which may be done in a quarter, or half 
a Year, by often naming the Letters to 
them, and asking what they are3: for the 
frequent Sounding or Speaking them goes 
in atthe Ears, and penetrates to the Cen~ 
ter, it being the Senfe that records what 
is fpoken; fo thatthe oft repeating, and 
{peaking of the Letters in the hearing of 
of the Child, makes a deeper Imprefiion. 
upon the Powers of the Mind. 

When this is dane, take any Book that 
treats of Temperance and Vertue, and 
diltin@ly 
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f) diftin@ly read one, two, or three words, 


or fo many as your Child or Schollarcan 

readily {peak after you, and fo proceed, 

making the Child point to each Word, 

and look with the Eye upon them, ex- 

prefling each. Word diftin&ly after you, 

and making a Paufe after every Word, 

Hill the Child hath done repeating ; 

and when you come to any Words’ or 

Word thatthe Child cannot eafily pro- 

nounce or exprefs, then you onght to 

reiterate it with a plain {trong Voice, 

affifting and helping the Child ir: his pro- 
nouncing; bur if it be ftill hard leave ir,. 
go on, it will perhaps be eafilier done at 
another time, 

Thus when you have read one Book, 
or as much of it as you think fit, chute 
another,provided always that your Books 
be innocent and pleafant ;. by this means 
you fhall accuftom your Schollar tO a 
variety of Prints, Letters anc Words, 
which will be of great ufe to him; 
whereas in the common Schools you fee 
a Child that can read colerably well in 
one Book,or one Chapter,and yet not bs 
able to rcad a word in another: but by 

practicing the. Method. we prefcribe 
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two or three Hours in a day, in eight of | ; 
ten Weeks time the Child fhall be able |,,.: 
to read in molt Books. | 

AH the Sences have their appointed |, 
Offices. Now the particular Office of |, 
Hearing is, toreceive in, and diftinguifh— |;, 
Sounds, and bring them thro’ the proper. |... 
Organs, and prefent them to the Me- |,.)) 
mory, which tsa Retestive Faculty. of |; 
theSoul, whofe. Office is to Regifter all |) 
the Hars have prefented it with that they jh 
may be forth coming, when any Occa- 
fion fhall call for chem. 

Now the Ears being the natural Or- 
gans to receive all Sounds and Words, 
that Sound, Voice or Word that. is {po- 
ken by another Perfon, and receiv’d by 
a Third, makesa far deever Impreflion | 
onthe Memory, than-thatr which he |. 
reads himfelf: So that he that reads |. 
aloud, remembers more than he that 
reads foftly to himfelf, becanfethe {trong 
Speaking enters the Organs more forci- 
bly, and conveys the Sound and Senfe 
to the Memory, which records and pre: | 
fents it to the Judgment, which js the | 
guide of Adion:, and judges of what. | 
j alfes atid. repaffes thro’ the litle World 
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| For this Cauic never ally Man did or 
}can pronounce any Language oF Tongue 
Atruly and properly, by yeading of it On- 
Hy, if he hasnor heard it (poke, and tru: 
ily pronounced tobim, which is the rea- 
Hfon chat many {peak moft of their words 
limproperly, tho’ they have read thema 
) choufand times, but the Ears immediate- 
ily catch what they hear properly {poken, 
} and convey it to the Memory, fo thatic 
) fhall never be forgotten. 


Lali 

Now the Senfe- of Hearing 1s made 
| good by Hearing ; asin Mufical Harmo- 
} uy, by the common ufe, and hearing of 
good Mufick amd Singing, the Ear can 
diftinguifh Sounds, and know when it 
is well perform’d,and the like,is to be un- 
derftood of the {peaking of Tongues. For 
any Perfon fhall learn to {peak any Lan- 
guage by ten Degrees fooner and better, 
by Hearing and Converfation, than by 
any other Method. 

Therefore Children fhou’d be taught 
to {peak the ‘Tongue or Language by 
Hearing or Converiation, before. they 
think of learning the Rules. For the 
Reafon and Philofophy of Speaking, 1s 
a-great Art, and the work of Time, and 

not 
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not atallto be taught Childien. Thitdyy: 
prepofterous Method does rather diltradi) 
and confound them, than improve andl) (iy 
profit: So that by the Methods come-ji)\) 
monly uled in the Schools, very few even) 
arrive to tpeak of many things. It ix 
ucts ian ion that givesChildren an Uni.) () 


_verfal Tongue, or way of Speaking. Ovi i 


this means, viz. By frequency of Speak, 
ing and Difcourfing, the hardeft wordss)y:, 
will become eafie and familiar ; for ass, 
we faid already, they ought to ‘peal i 
and reed pertectly, before they enter, 
upon the Reafon and Rule of Speakingsyi Ms 
Now the Advantages of the fore-mens 
tion'd Methods are: Firj?, It faves Exe, | 
pence of Time, which is of great Cos feed, 
quence 3 in.our schools, a Boy learns torr) ,,, 
feven Years, and after all, can-neithert),,.., 
write nor foeak a Line of true Letim. Bev: 
fides the difictilty 3 in their way of Pro-); 
ceeding, damps and dilcourages thes), 
Child’s Induftry and Inclination to learny. 
Secondly, He fall pronounce. his Words: 
more properly, and exadly. Téirdly, Hes) | 
fhall more readily read in any ftrange:| 
Book, ‘offerd him at © firft fightey i) 
Fourthly, It dees wonderfully benefit andi} 
imprint} | 
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moprint the matter on the Meniory of 
he Teacher: fo that there is asic were 


& Co-partnerfhip in Learning, between 


‘“Mthe Matter and the Schollar. Fifth/y, By 
Wbhis way ay Father, Mother os Friend, 
‘\Wimay with Eafé and Delight teach their 
‘Mown Children to readat home, without | 
‘ Wiehe Charge or Trouble of fending them 
‘ilgbroad to Schoc!, where for the moft 
Wi) part they learn nothing but lewd Words, 
Mand ill Manners, and in fhort, Jofe all 
kl their time. Sixthly, This Method wiil 
“not be only beneficial to Children, but to 


‘| 
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thofe of maturer age, that would learn 
to read well, who may hereby be im- 
prov'd in three or four Weeks, to admit 


" ration, and be made capable of proneun- 


cing all Words with their right tone and 
accent, as well as if they had been bred 
Schollars. For example,when they have 
heard, andbeen ufed to pronounce this 
word | Pérticipate| thort, they will ne- 
ver fay [Par-ti-ci pate] making the laft 
Syllable iave one long, which woud be 


. ridigulous; yet thefe, and a many other 


Abfurdities, are the effects of the com: 
non Methods of Teaching, 
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A true M lfethod ( f Teazhing £00) 


Write a good Le gible Hand. 


ET there be Cosies Engraven, andii 

Printed on good Paper, not one:|! 

line, only on the top or fide, as is ufiall/i 

| for nae Matters to place the elt ‘Copies, ,) 
but in lines quite through the Book., 
Fn ft, The beginni ng ftrokes of every” 
lecter, and then the next added, and (onli i 
on tillthe whole Letter is finifhed , thae: fait 
the Child may know how and where | |i 
¢ach Letter is to be begun and made. 

After that, let theré be feveral |i 
lines of {mall Letters, and the like of ‘hw: 
Capitals: and /efty, "s opies of Joyned= |irty 
Hand, ali well writ or scot with the due | 
{trokes of a neat mixt hand, which is now Hin) 
molt in fathion, eafily learne, and beft |i: 
for general ufe, | 

Then Jet the Child with a good Pen [ai 
and the beft red Ink, go over the Letters, [ins 
and make them red, “and {o Proceed. to fey f«, 
the whole Letters, and then to the Jay 4 ie\y; 
ning 3 only at the firit it will be necefy-  } yg 

‘ ty 
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Fy thac the Father, Lucor, or ‘ome one 
that’can write pretty weil, fhould fhow 
ithe Child how to hold ‘his Pen, and 
ypHic e his hand fortwo or three weeks, 
jand not las r him to run rudely and 
thaftily over the Copy,which isbut watt- 
jing cime and Paper, and pene the 
ithe Childs ha ais it muft be done heed- 
lifully, and when hehas made his Letter 
ito obferve what is amifs, and mend itin 
Ache next, till he can make all his Letters 
Jexadly, and then and nor before let 
bin proces -d to the Joined- -hand hice. 
and when the Book is writ out provide 
another in the hke manner. 
This Writing over the Copies, will by 
(| frequencule and cuftom br’ ng his Hand 
‘to an habic of making his Letters with- 
lout them in a fhort time. For if you 
|| keep ,him to this practice two or three 
y | hours ina Day, and make him diligent 
a d intent upon it, there is no queftion 
| but in two or three Months he will be 
| able to write a very good Hand. And 
| fappofe now in that time he writes four 
‘ator five of thofe C opy Books, that will 
|) be bat four or five Shillings charge in the 
| whole. Likewife People of Mature Age 
| may 
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“may learn this way with Fa’, Secrecyy) 
and Expedition, it heing a Method thai!" 


cannot fail of Perfecting any thae fhal|))! 
carefully practice it for one half Yearr\ 


Si bile 
eS \ 


Of Retaliation, or Rewards angi 
Punifbments. 


Etaliation both in Good and Evil]: 
is the Original Foundation of thee tic 
Law of Juftice ordained by God and Nau} bins 
ture, which no Mancan efcape or avoid!) ‘iv 
The. fecret and fure hand of Gods Jus 
{tice will cereainly meet and find -theel tu! 
‘Transgreffor either publickly or private--) Huny 

ly in this World or in the next, ea | 
Upon this confideration Mofes and alli iis) 
the wife Ancients founded and framed jini 
their Laws of Government in Conformi- Hey 
ty.to this Original Law of God in Wa- i Chi 
ture, which our Saviour Chrift has Cons ti 
firmed , faying Such Meafure as you meric Vin 


to others, {uch {hall be Meafured to yore ix 
ALAIN. on 


Pythagoras:| 


| 


i | 
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Pythagoras, and all the reft of rd ie 


luli? Ailofophical Law-givers endeavoured 
ifby a}l means to make their followers 
laffenfible of the importance of chis: Law, 


ibeing the firft Principle and Foundation 


—Jon which all true Religion and Vertue 


idoes depend. So that itis impofiole for 


him to be a Sober. Vertuous, Temperate, 


land Good Man, that has no regird to 


brhisLaw. Chrift alfo told his Diiciples, 

| That the) mut do unto all Mien, as they 

iit avonld have others dotothem. Which 1s 

‘ial the Compleat fulfilling of all Laws both 
i Divine and Hapvane. 


int (HB 
P| 
3 


i 


Therefore there is the greateft ne- 
ceflity imaginable, that every Man be 
made fenfible of the Worth, Value and 
Bounty of this eternal Law, and that 
Children fhould be inftruéed even from 
their very Cradle, that Rewards and 
Punishments afluredly attend the obfer- 
vers and Violatorsthereof. For if little 
Chidren were well Educated in .the 
fear of God, and the Methods of Order, 
Temperance and Cleannefs, and taught 
thatevery Evil of what kind foever if nor 
Repented of, and forfaken moft be Reta- 
liated either in thisWorld or the next, ic 
would 
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would immediately ftem the Tide off), 
thofe Enormities chat are. every Payttn 


committed without either Reproof fi ron) 
their Elders, or Regret CO 2 Them/elves.. 


Now fay, did Men firmly believe chefe: 


things, the dread of Retaliation wouldl!. 


1) 
al 
1, 


keep them from Opp ‘efling either their’! 


own Kind, or Creatures of inferiour: 
Ranks and : Species For all forts of In- 
temperance and O: Seon be they little 
or much, muft be retaliated, as well in 
private Familic Sy as in publick Srates, 
What elie is the oceafion of changing and 
transierring of Governments, from one 
to another, and the fhifring of private 
Eftates anal Families; fo that itis rare to 
have an Eftate continue in one Family 
for three Gererations, whieh proceeds 
from the negleé& of living in, and obfer- 
ving God's Laws in Nature. 

Kings, Princes, and great Men, with 
force and power, break all Bonds and 
Obligation of Juftice, violate and opprefs 
their Inferiors having no regard to that 
Golden Law; of doing unto all Men as 
they wou’d be done unto, with a thou- 
fand other Evils they pe as if no 
Mercy or Senfe did dweil in them. os 
that 


a} 


),@hag oftentimes they are depofe from their 
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i. overnment, cut off by violent and im- 


mature Deaths, or elfe thefe Evils are re- 


 thaliated upon their Pofterity. The likeis 


jo be underftcod concerning every pri- 


wate Family and Perfon. 


When a fober induftrious Perfon has 


i Bot an Effate, what does he then but by 


this own miftaken Condu@,together with 
he Women’s idle and nonfenfical Me- 
thods in the Education of his Children, 
make way for the transferring of it,and by 
‘his means fets it agoing much fafter, and 


_ Wafhorter time than it was got? Now 


fome think this {wift motion of transfer- 


.., ting Eftates is occafion’d by the i getting 
| DF them, which indeed is too often true, 


‘but not always; for it is vifible that the 


Hil Condué& of Parents, in bringing up 


their Children, does frequently do it: For 


pil Idlenefs, Intemperance, and Milpene 


_ {time are certainly punifhed; and tho’ it 
ibe done by Children, yet they muft un- 
“ergo the Retaliation, both in the Good 

jand Evil. No Creature under Heaven 


‘that breaks God’s Law can efcape the pu- 


' inifhment, due for fuch a Violation and 


|, \Lranf{greflion, And onthe other hand 
) F 


Ged 
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God is no Refpefter of Perfons; bur| 
whoever lives and obeys this {facred Law’), 
is blefied. with the {weet Influences 09) 


Heaven, and acce ted of God, whethen|: 


¥ oun? OF old. 
| > af Darents did but give themfelve™ 
Now ii & aPents Cie pul Give Cechie ven 


pe 
ap 4 +4 es {. ey | 
Leizure tothink, they: woud never furl) 
s ™~ ® : 7 is .¢ fee ; 
er their Ch ‘ildren to run headlong to Dez 


il ey do; nay, ma 


5 ie ey ry 
Chis Wy a: 
‘| Pra dic Y) ¢ Vhich piat 
evil Practices an nd Dit ifeandien’s ich plain 
1 BtTO 7 x4t “& ? 
pang them t to thaye no Faiths anc! 
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4 eat! ® ht. 
For I muft take leave to tel you, Be 
i ings for wi }eraee’ 


. saath Ss » oy ab Zh €2 
lteving 1S quite another th 


ever Faith ts, it is accompanied with great 
power: which does as it were compe?) 
thofe that-en joy it, toa Coniormity anc 
Obedience to its Commatids. It hath <a 
a 'ympathetick Oj peration upon 

Triclin iiewt Geftires and Intentions} 
and can powertully change 


e Nini. 
Wature of che: Vink 
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Lievs and Eltates as freely, in che defence) .. 
of a Diabolical Opinion, as forthe Truth?” 
it felf; and the reafon is, becaufe they!” 
believe it to be true. | 
Pray therefore do but confider thee} 
Nature and Operation of undi‘turb’di}"*” 
Faith, and how powerfully it works orn}: 
the Mind, and how it alters and changes)" 
Nature to all Intents and‘ Purpofes. Nowy?" ' 
I fay, if Faith hath fo powerful an Ope--)" 
-yation on Man for the leaftof Momenta,.!*" 
ry Enjoyments, what fhou’d be the Ef." 
ects of truefFaith, for, and of chings; chant,’ 
are durable and eternal? Efpecially if wea 
reffett that Mankind has not in any de+!! 
gree liv’d anfwerable to the Rule anc 
Condition, on which Salvation and Hap»)! 
pines is promifed and ineail’d, : 
Hence it is plain, chat moft Men in thee 
World do bely themfelves, when theyy)**! 
fay they have Faith, and that they believes} 
for Chriftfaith, That if we bad Faith, thos)! 
no tigger than a Grain of Muftard Seed, wy\* 
mize be able to remove Mountains s that iss) 4 
all Sins and Evils that lie in our way. | |My 
Faith 18 an ineffable Spirit and Divined'lits 
Power. It is higher than all Heighths,anc¢)!\s\ 
deeper than all Deprhs. It is a Spirituaa)'is) 
arsed)! 


ee . | 
7 : 


a | 9 f ‘ 
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sypnd Holy Virtue, that does penetrate, ¢- | 
iiijgien to the very Centre of all Beings and 
(Commands over all the Celeftial and 
4y wl erreftrial Powers, having as it were the 
jiayimighty Fiat in its felf, making fomething 
mewevhere there was nothing. Man’s Soul 
wis its Chariot, where ic rides in Glory 
«pnd Triumph, altering and changing all 
ndudeSlences,Forms and Qualities: All things 
meu(dtibmic to its Influences, and nothing is 
.wittable to withitand. its Power. 
gt Now the true Seafon of Sowing and 
viytPlanting this true Faith in Children is - 
~ftrom three or four Years of age, to ten or 
uaitwelve ¢ and being well faftned and {e- 
ijeard to them in thofe young and tender 
‘VYears, a {mall Induftry. afterwards wil 
improve it to a very high degree. Ara 
4as it lays a fure and deep Foundation 
tor all things, both in Virtue and Vice ; 
ufo it is clear and moft true, tha She that 
-| | believes God’s Commandments, and his 
“|| Law of Jaftice and Retaliation, dares not 
)Vabufe nor violate any of his Kind, nor 
‘vad interior Creatures, nor be Intemperate, 
“”NIdic, Lewd or Diforderly. I fay, and af-. 
"| firm, That it is impoflible for Men to be 
‘ 1 fo.extreamly Brutifed, and A&.as. they | 
} F 3 do, 
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Some further Thou: g 
Cer 1 -}, 3 H , a i: 
cet oe the Educ. at1or i] 


| Children. by another Handa. 


In a Letter to a Friend. 


Efteemed and Worthy Friend. 


QE Subjch you were pleaca £0 


4 


é of | ‘ht 
recomime nd.. to my Lbousnts, 
which was concerning the Edu- 


dL 


‘ oe “4 4 7 
cation of Children, | have 
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#niverfally and earnefly engage themJelues | \j 
therein. It lays a [olid Foundation of Virtues, \vi 
Wifdom, Fuftice, Temperance, Indultry, Ins (ps 
genuity, Love to Mankind, Truth, Humiliq-- ni 
ty Sc. and at the fame time roots out thew 
contrary Vices. aU 
A Child in its tender Infancy is the mof® | \vy 
belple/s Creature. Which by the way teaches us \\y\ 
that this is mot our home. In this frate the. \ie 
Mother bath the Care and Direttion : and’ \ 
that her Tendernefs avd Love to ber Infant ‘hpi 
may not run ber into Error, fhe ought tocom- \\y 
Sider the Needs and Neceffities of Nature, and \ hy 
provide agairfR them, what exceeds thole |» 
Bounds, may prove burthen{ome to the tender. \an, 
Babe. For g00d Nature bath provided the ijn 
Breaft, awd oh. 1st the Infans hangs there, \y.!, 
it is weil provided fer, without feer of Sur~ iui 
feits and Excefs. Cleannefs and Neceffite vn) 
ought to be obfervedin its Dre/s or Cloathing, Vid? 
rather than Cuffom or Fafhion, and for Food |, 
where may we take a better Pattern than from Wn 
Nature? The Mother's Care extends ovr 1p, 
the Child for near the first feven Years, with \n, 
re/pect to theNeceffities andWeaknelfes of Na- | 
sure 1m thofe tender Years: and bere ought to lit 
bo great Care takenyboth of Body and Mind, Mp 
vo lay a@ folid Foundation of Virtue and Good- | 
Me[ Sa shat 


} 
j 
| 


iy Hi | 


What Children ought to be inftrutted in the 
'iWdetbod of it, the Grounds from whence the 
1) (Capacity of Children avifeth, ought to be ta- 
“Wen notice of, and well oblerved, of which 
“MT cam give but brief hints, without enlarging 

beyond my intended Bounds, 
“")~ I conceive that a general Rule or Maxime, 
“ito be laid down for the Education of Ghil- 
‘iidren, may be. 
"| ThatExamples of what you would inflrwt 
Wttbem in, ought conftantly to be prefented to 
in Vr bese. 

| The Capacity of Children to receive and 
‘it Wearn what Men are capable to offer to them, 
Wibenay eafily be apprebended ; for that they par- 
WwitNtserpate of the fame Power and Faculties of 
Vit || Mind and Body withMen: it muft be owned 
i thar they arein the Bud, not yet come to 
wit Uripene/s : there is as certainly a growing in 
iit, || Underftanding, aswell as a growing in Sta~ 
(lw\\ture, alfoa growing in Virtue, or gaining 
si Strength inthe exercife of Truth ,Modefty cc. 
mi It muft confidered that there are oppofite 
yi |Wiees, which the degencrate Nature of Man 

i |) 48 prome to embrace and entertain; and if they 
| are ufed before Children, the bale Example 
iin || prevails in viciating them, more than all pre- 
wl cepts to the contrary can oppofe; For where 


Pride, 
i. 


= 


Pride, Sloth, Voluptuoufne{s, Fraud, Self- 
Lsve, 8£c. are exerclad Children are rea- 
dily infected, and Vecomeas Seed, [own in- 
to. a tertile Ground, that “: time takes [uch 


roobime., that it.is bard to be weeded out ey). 3 


> 


g0t alimoft irmpoffible « But according to tbe 


o f~ 


Nature of all Weeds, [preads the whole Cour 
ity, and on this occafion it is {aid by the Wife 
fan, Prov. 24. 31, 42. i went by the 
the Slo chiful, éc. and Jo! it was 
all ever grown wi ith hos ‘ns, and Nettles 
had cover’d wens “ace thereof, se ¢, ae 
fore all Example of Vice ought mof care] fully 
to be (# bopre ft j ‘or nat they ruin th e: pre; efent 
Prachicers. pty, cw a Seed for the ¢ corrupting 


and [poiling the next G enerat 10%. 
This c raft leration cannot be tao much, nor 


too earnestly preffed ; for Knowledge, accoms= 
panied with Vice, ferves but to ha? it to its 
gia 5 sad ashen a Nation or Perfon 
bavet thus fil 4 ap their Meafures, they AYE fit 
Onjecis fi or Rein and a fruction: The Nature 
thereof vas that t sho Wan Venge- 
anes oe ths: tainfinite Love ae 
Forbeara mse 20 fp ane to give an. Oppor- 
tunity fie t Naoto 

This bet Ing ee nije a, and due care taken t 
prevent the [owing of this evil Seed, and alfo 
fo 
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Creatures being BS barach 


Ue tad by common Ex perte nce that Chil- 
leon learn Speech very early ana ¢i ifily andit 


1uak nasal ever a hate 1S fl ved to 
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y the fir ft 2 1S {o 178° 


ae 


Eradicated. 

If for Example fake we bere in England 
wonld infrud cur Childrens in rhe Latin. 
Longue, or any other Language, would it 


form it after the fame manner they, learned 
their firft Speech.than hy Artificial Methods, 
and Grammar Rules, which Iconceive ought 
bo be offer’d. them afterwards? But this No- 
tion bath of late obtained with many Men, 


who ave proper Fudges therein: and there> | nx 


fore the le{s may be [aid thereof, it carrying fa 
Strong aa Argument forit felf,, evenin the ve- 
ry Propofal. | 
 Itis found by experience, that in fome parts 
_of Europe, where too or three Languages 
are {poke, that the Children there commonly 
learn them together; as in Flanders the 
Dutch aad French ; .in Switzerland, the 
German and French. | 
—. What may be the reafon that bere in En- 
gland we /peak not the Latin fo readily as in 
fome other Countries 2? May it not be for want 
of frequent Examples? Another Inftance 
may bere -be very fitly offered, to faow the Ca- 
: pacity 
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not be eafier, quicker,and more effectual to per= | 
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by how bow eaffe it is to infireé? Children by \ip 
Example, but alfo what is learned in Childe. |p) 
bood, is rooted fo deep, that it is not. eafily' \\mi 


Pes 


diab sme 
ae 


beccity of Children, and thereby induce us to 
jan early Application for their Inftruction, 


\\Nand that as im Mulick, which formerly bath 
'\ been thought too bard and difficult to infiruct 


Children therein, and that it would rather op- 


Mh prefs and burthen, than inflrudt or wmprove 
“il thems which Opinion hath fufficiently been 
MG) cqpfured of late years, by a Perfon, not fettera 
“Wt by (uch common Thoughts or Cuftom, but 
"ill breaking through, hath produced Examples in 
‘lt Children at four Years old, that have attain’ d 
Wit | @ proficiency to be admired. becaufe tot com- 
i") mon, viz. Playing on the Viol feveral things 
Ni) sith great fwiftne[s of Hand, and at fix or 
lilt") feven Years old, playing Divifions and Sona- 
mi co’s in Confort: Therefore 1 think, many 
iki] words need not here be added, for that Adatter 
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afte 


1h 
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| of Wadt carries an undeniable Proof along 


wn) avith it. 
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alfo Matter of Fadt, and not to be deny'd. 
The like may be [a aid in Pai inting, ite 
ing, Graving, &c. Sucha Foundation may’ 


king cnvious fine Linnen and Lace. hes is 
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be lai id , car ‘begun aS well , might pr oduce wane: i" 


derful E biffedts. 
That & 00d Dottrin of the Wife Man may 
ferve here in general; Prov. 22. 6, Train 
up a Child in‘the way he fhould go, and 
when heis old, be will not depart from ite 
Ve ought to ge that the whole Nation 
overe a School g Vi irtue, and every Family as 
A = he a of f the yy hie. Sole refound inthe Exer- 
e thereof: [uch a School would certainly 
prove the ek efficacious for the pred PORTS ea, 
but this is rather v.40 be aeé lefired than expethed, 
and indeed it is to be lamented, that publick 
Examples [hou Ids ruin pricey el Inf fiructton : For 
as the more pi “blick and‘ general E> ari of 


Virtue - are, Jo are they. 120re ee and 
O78 the cont?’ re) ‘ys th I€ WiC re ihe sb]; ick aK Sa ee F2ET val 
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to avoid a certain y t{cbief, retiring wsthin 
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Publick; the Dang pis great, if many are 
W700 corrupted the ewitb. This 1s not only in- 
tident to Youth, but alfo to elder Years; till the 
Mind comes to be in love wit ¥ irtue for its 
oun fake. 

If for the attaining the end propoled to, ViZs 
the well Educating of Children, that at 
prelemt a School might he eretted, where (uch 
Childven delizned to be taught hould con ft ant- 
Caoilaren aeigyneda ie ve Ug ‘J 
ly rifide : That luch Language propo ed to be 
taurht.<{hould there cont aptly be | ‘poken, and. 
wo othere That {uch Arts or Sete Nees yy orthy 
the Knowledge ana Praéi ies of Men, were 
i the oe duly cd cle ar ry prop” led ind BXE or Ch | lod. 
That Trath, Indultrys Temper ince: S&C. were 
there (trict ly obferved, and in fine, all Vice 
fu lj ul) wo tdeds we VW ight hi pe for ft £6 od 
Eyfect G | fe. in the te "47 ‘te a efigned, a na that 
the maore {u: e Tr rut bs AL lating to G God and 
Tnenortal L ife “righ he more explained ton 
us, mhich at prefent 1s wrapt up in the eae 
of the Scriptures Nats we and our Selve 

Tt would very much conts vibute to ‘Be fori 


F Virtue 5 were it fet 
red with 
ly Te> 

ated 


byl ny 


IC: 
as st 18° COMmYnON 
pre; ei 


f not tO bet Vy 


| 


} 


7 
OF ee 
— 
Se 


I) prefented, as if there wai no Beasty or Plea 
' fantne[s therein, but only Melancg lly; Dull. 
nels, Unfociablene|s, and Filly The Fre, 


i ‘cy ee ¥ 
aaa 9 


Examples thould be fet before Children im 


the Converfation of thofe about thems thuet 
as they purfueVirtue in its many Excellencies,, 
they may not forget that Chearfulne/s, Inge- 
muity, Afability, Generofity, 8c, that compe 


"pleat the Harmony. of the whole, withous 


which, inftead of ‘qttrattigg, the Afcctions: 


of thofe Joung Syges they fhouldinftrudt , raifes 
| GF averfier in their Minds agamst thas 
é &. eS yt a, a a 
which ctherrvife they woe rejoycem, it be= 
«ing folly exhibited. to them. Iwill only inm 


Si) 


fiance that great Saying of Solomon’s,Prov.. | 


3-:17> [peaking of Wifdom, Her Ways are: 


ays of Pieafantnefs, and all her Paths: 


gomare Peace, cc. 


I beg your Candid Acceptance hereof, andl 
: . pardon for fuch Veaknefs, Aas. may appear’ 


berein, an amy, 
« Sept. the ath, SIR; 
1694. : 


Yours Intirely, 


Andrew Prime. 
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